Dividends come roaring back in 2011 

Read more in Aruba Today Business Pages B8 & B9 
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Rafael Nadal, of Spain, re¬ 
acts after defeating Roger 
Federer, of Switzerland, 
during semifinals action 
at the Sony Ericsson Open 
tennis tournament in Key 
Biscayne, Fla., Friday, April 
1 , 2011 . 

See Aruba Today Sports 


Big Brother 
is watching 



A first-grade teacher in Pa¬ 
terson, N.J., was suspended 
Thursday after she posted on 
her Facebook page that she 
felt like a warden overseeing 
future criminals, district offi¬ 
cials said. 

The teacher, who has not 
been publicly identified, was 
suspended with pay from her 
position at Public School 21 
after parents complained to 
the school and asked that their 
children be removed from her 
class, district officials told 
The Record of North Jersey. 

Read more on Next Page 



Thousands of Egyptians take part in Friday prayers in Cairo’s Tahrir Square, April 1, 2011. Thousands of people gathered on Friday 
in the square calling for ousted president Hosni Mubarak and members of his former administration to face justice. 

(Andrea Bruce/The New York Times) 


Protesters scold Egypt’s Military Council 


By NEIL MacFARQUHAR 
© 2011 New York Times 
CAIRO - Thousands of dem¬ 
onstrators filled Tahrir Square 
on Friday for the largest pro¬ 
test in weeks, demanding that 
the ruling military council 
move faster to dismantle lin¬ 
gering aspects of the old re¬ 
gime. 

Disenchantment with the mili¬ 
tary was the focus of many 
speeches and chants, and par¬ 
ticipants milling about were 
all too ready to grumble about 
the generals. 

“The military council is inex¬ 
plicably slow in responding to 
our demands,” said Moham¬ 
mad el-Qassas, a leader of 
the youth wing of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and a member of 
the coalition of those who or¬ 
ganized the Jan. 25 revolution. 
“Protests and popular pressure 


must return because they are 
only the real method of real¬ 
izing the people’s demands.” 
He reeled off a list of unac¬ 
complished goals, including 
the arrest of leading members 
of the old government, serious 
trials for corrupt businessmen, 
and the removal of university 
presidents appointed by for¬ 
mer President Hosni Mubarak 
as well as his provincial gov¬ 
ernors. 

Painted banners, hung be¬ 
tween palm trees on the 
square’s south side, enumer¬ 
ated still more. 

They included the cancella¬ 
tion of a proposed law that 
would ban demonstrations, 
faster prosecution of those 
responsible for killing hun¬ 
dreds of protesters in January 
and February and trials for the 
Mubarak family on charges of 


plundering national wealth. 
“Mubarak is still fishing in 
Sharm, as if nothing hap¬ 
pened,” groused Hassan Is¬ 
mail, 60, a housing manager. 
He was referring to the Red 
Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheik, 
where Mubarak and his family 
now live - after being barred 
from leaving the country. 
Some noted that the military 
had taken steps through a na¬ 
tional referendum to bring 
about legislative elections 
planned for September and a 
presidential vote two months 
later. 

But to many, those actions 
seem driven by what the mili¬ 
tary wants. 

“People are still skeptical 
about how this revolution is 
moving forward - they want 
to remind the army and all 
forces that the revolution did 


not end yet,” said Shaheer 
George, a 25-year-old inde¬ 
pendent activist. □ 
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New Jersey District 



Teacher suspended over Facebook post 



By WINNIE HU 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW JERSEY - A first- 
grade teacher in Paterson, 
N.J., was suspended Thurs¬ 
day after she posted on her 
Facebook page that she felt 
like a warden overseeing 
future criminals, district of¬ 
ficials said. 


The teacher, who has not 
been publicly identified, was 
suspended with pay from her 
position at Public School 
21 after parents complained 
to the school and asked that 
their children be removed 
from her class, district of¬ 
ficials told The Record of 
North Jersey. 


Terry Corallo, a spokeswom¬ 
an for the Paterson district, 
e-mailed a statement Friday 
confirming that the teacher 
was on paid administrative 
leave, adding that “this mat¬ 
ter is a personnel issue that is 
under investigation.” 

On Friday, the teacher de¬ 
clined through her lawyer, 
Nancy Oxfeld, to comment. 
Oxfeld said any comments 
the teacher had made on 
Facebook were done on her 
own time and to her friends. 
“My feeling is that if you’re 
concerned about children, 
you’re concerned about what 
goes on in the classroom, 
not about policing your em¬ 
ployee’s private comments 
to others,” Oxfeld said. 
Oxfeld, who was contacted 
through the New Jersey Edu¬ 
cation Association, declined 
to give her client’s name. 


Word of the Facebook com¬ 
ment spread across Paterson 
and beyond, and spurred e- 
mail exchanges, water-cool¬ 
er gossip and more postings 
on Facebook. 

Irene Sterling, president of 
the Paterson Education Fund, 
a nonprofit group that sup¬ 
ports the local school com¬ 
munity, said parents were 
angry about the teacher’s 
comments because anyone, 
including her own students, 
could have read the negative 
characterizations. She said it 
highlighted a lack of com¬ 
mitment by some teachers. 
“It’s horrible,” she said. 
“And unfortunately, I don’t 
think she’s the only teacher 
in Paterson who thinks that 
way.” 

The Paterson district, with 
28,000 students and 2,425 
teachers, has long been one 


of New Jersey’s most trou¬ 
bled school systems; it was 
taken over by the state in 
1991 because of fiscal mis¬ 
management and poor aca¬ 
demic performance. 

In a similar episode, a high 
school English teacher in 
Doylestown, Pa., was sus¬ 
pended recently after she 
called students “disengaged, 
lazy whiners” on her blog. 
Jonathan Zimmerman, a 
New York University history 
professor who has written 
about education, said teach¬ 
ers, like other professionals, 
had responsibilities. He com¬ 
pared the episodes to a doc¬ 
tor talking loudly about cases 
on a crowded train. 

“It seems to me with profes¬ 
sional responsibility comes a 
duty to exercise discretion,” 
he said. □ 
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Tucson shooting victim honored with 9/11 memory 


By AMANDA LEE MYERS 
Associated Press 
ORO VALLEY, Ariz. - You 
think of Christina-Taylor 
Green when you see the patch 
of dirt where she scooped 
grounders at second base in 
Canyon del Oro Little League. 
You think of the youngest vic¬ 
tim of the Tucson shootings 
when you see the batter’s box 
where she knocked line drives. 
And you think of her when 
you see the 9-foot, 11-inch- 
tall silver statue of an angel 
just beyond the outfield fence. 
“It’s going to serve as a daily 
reminder to us that we had the 
privilege of knowing Chris¬ 
tina,” said John Ward, who 
coached her for two years. 

The statue was scheduled to 
be unveiled at a ceremony on 
Friday, the start of the season. 
The angel’s hand extends out, 


its robes appearing to blow in 
the wind. It is intended to be a 
symbol of peace after the Jan. 
8 shooting that killed five oth¬ 
ers and wounded 13, including 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords. 

The statue’s height holds add¬ 
ed significance because the 
numbers 9 and 11 are promi¬ 
nent in Christina-Taylor’s life. 
She was born on Sept. 11, 
2001 the day of the terrorist 
attacks and was featured in 
a book about other children 
bom that day. 

Besides a 5 1 /2-foot long 
fragment of an I-beam from 
ground zero, the Freedom’s 
Steadfast Angel of Love also 
incorporates a 3 1/2-foot-long 
piece of steel from the Penta¬ 
gon and a large rock from the 
Flight 93 crash site, sculptor 
Lei Hennessy-Owen said. 

“It’s beautiful,” said shooting 


victim Susan Hileman, 59, 
who was holding Christina- 
Taylor’s hand when a gunman 
opened fire at a meet and greet 
held by Giffords outside a su¬ 
permarket. Hileman had taken 
her to the event because the 
little girl said she was inter¬ 
ested in politics. 

Hileman and other survivors 
as well as Christina-Taylor’s 
parents and brother plan to at¬ 
tend the ceremony at James D. 
Kriegh Park, where Christina- 
Taylor donned a forest green 
and bright yellow baseball 
uniform to play for the Pirates. 
Ward said he will always re¬ 
member her as a no-nonsense, 
competitive player who had 
the team’s most RBIs and 
became a leader for the other 
players even though they 
were all boys. 

Today, there are eight girls in 


Locally grown? 

It all depends on how you define it 



While good for many farmers, the trend can be misleading for 
consumers, as there is no one or regulated meaning for ‘local’. 


By MARY CLARE 
JALONICK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - The No. 2 
official at the Agriculture De¬ 
partment recently got a real- 
life lesson in the loose defini¬ 
tion of the trendiest word in 
groceries: “local.” 


Walking into her neighbor¬ 
hood grocery store in Wash¬ 
ington, Kathleen Merrigan 
saw a beautiful display of 
plump strawberries and a sign 
that said they were local pro¬ 
duce. 

But the package itself said 
they were grown in Califor¬ 


nia, well over 2,000 miles 
away. 

The popularity of locally 
grown food which many as¬ 
sume means the food is fresh¬ 
er, made with fewer chemi¬ 
cals and grown by smaller, 
less corporate farms has led 
to an explosion in the use of 
the word “local” in food mar¬ 
keting. It’s the latest big thing 
after the surge in food mar¬ 
keted as “organic,” another 
subject of continuing labeling 
controversy. 

But what does local mean? 
Lacking common agreement, 
sellers capitalizing on the 
trend occasionally try to fudge 
the largely unregulated term. 
Some grocery stores may 
define local as within a large 
group of states, while con¬ 
sumers might think it means 
right in their hometown.Q 


the league, up from three last 
year. “I read that as Christina 
might have been a little inspi¬ 
ration,” he said. 

“In many ways, she led by ex¬ 
ample, being able to show the 
boys how to make a play, how 
to work hard, and she also 
led with her character,” Ward 
said. “She was the first one to 
straighten out a rough issue. 
If there was an argument, she 
was like, 'C’mon guys, let’s 
play ball.’” 

It might not be all that surpris¬ 
ing. Her father is a Los Ange¬ 
les Dodgers scout, and her 
grandfather, Dallas Green, the 
no-nonsense manager who 
led the Philadelphia Phillies 
to their first World Series title 
in 1980.□ 



Christina Green, 9, who was 
one of the victims killed in a 
mass shooting in Tucson, Ariz., 
in January, will be honored 
by her Canyon del Oro Little 
League baseball teammates 
during a ceremony as they start 
their season. 
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DNA evidence linked him to the murders 

Los Angeles serial killer 

Westside Rapists gets 
seven life prison terms 

LOS ANGELES - A 74-year-old ex-insurance adjuster known 
as the “Westside Rapist” was sentenced to seven life terms in 
prison on Friday after pleading guilty to raping and killing sev¬ 
en women across the Los Angeles area. 

John Floyd Thomas Jr., who authorities suspect in some two 
dozen additional murders and rapes during the 1970s and 4 80s, 
showed no reaction as a Los Angeles judge sentenced him to life 
in prison without the possibility of parole. 

The former insurance claims adjuster was arrested on March 
31, 2009 after police linked him through DNA evidence to the 
murders of 68-year-old Ethel Sokoloff in 1972 and 67-year-old 
Elizabeth McKeown in 1976. 

Thomas was charged later in 2009 with the murders of five oth¬ 
er women, all by strangulation. 

Thomas was sentenced after a great niece of McKeown spoke 
on the retired school administrator’s behalf. 

“She was beloved, her life mattered to many people, and this 
man came along and stalked her and preyed on her,” Tracy Mi¬ 
chaels said. □ 
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US ends air combat role in Libya 


By ROBERT BURNS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - The Pen¬ 
tagon is about to pull its attack 
planes out of the international 
air campaign in Libya, hoping 
NATO partners can take up 
the slack. 

The announcement Thurs¬ 
day drew incredulous reac¬ 
tions from some in Congress 
who wondered aloud why the 
Obama administration would 
bow out of a key element of 
the strategy for protecting 
Libyan civilians and crippling 
Moammar Gadhafi’s army. 
“Odd,” “troubling” and “un¬ 
nerving” were among critical 
comments by senators press¬ 
ing for an explanation of the 
announcement by Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates and 
Joint Chiefs chairman Adm. 
Mike Mullen that American 
combat missions will end 
“Your timing is exquisite,” 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
said sarcastically, alluding to 
Gadhafi’s military advances 
this week and the planned halt 
to U.S. airstrikes. “I believe 
this would be a profound mis¬ 
take with potentially disas¬ 
trous consequences.” 

Gates and Mullen, in back- 
to-back appearances before 
the House and Senate armed 
services committees, also 
forcefully argued against 
putting the U.S. in the role 
of arming or training Libyan 
rebel forces, while suggest¬ 
ing it might be a job for Arab 
or other countries. The White 
House has said repeatedly that 



Defense Secretary Robert Gates 

it has not ruled out arming the an open-ended and costly 


rebels, who have retreated 
pell-mell this week under the 
pressure of a renewed eastern 
offensive by Gadhafi’s bet¬ 
ter-armed and better-trained 
ground troops. 

“My view would be, if there is 
going to be that kind of assis¬ 
tance to the opposition, there 
are plenty of sources for it 
other than the United States,” 
Gates said. 

The White House press sec¬ 
retary, Jay Carney, said he 
saw no contradiction between 
Gates’ remarks and President 
Barack Obama’s statement 
that “he has not ruled it in or 
out.” As yet, none of Obama’s 
top advisers have publicly ad¬ 
vocated a significant expan¬ 
sion of the U.S. role aiding 
the opposition. 

Gates and Mullen were early 
skeptics of getting involved 
militarily in Libya, and Gates 
made clear Thursday that he 
still worries about the pos¬ 
sibility of getting drawn into 
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commitment. That explains in 
part his view that if the rebels 
are to receive foreign arms, 
that task and the training that 
would necessarily go with it 
should not be done by Ameri¬ 
cans. 

Gates said no one should be 
surprised by the U.S. combat 
air pullback, but he called 
the timing “unfortunate” in 
light of Gadhafi’s battlefield 
gains. He noted that the air at¬ 
tacks are a central feature of 
the overall military strategy; 
over time they could degrade 
Gadhafi’s firepower to a point 
that he would be unable to put 
down a renewed uprising by 
opposition forces, he said. 

The other major source of 
U.S. firepower during the two 
weeks of combat in Libya 
has been the Navy’s Toma¬ 
hawk cruise missile, launched 
from ships and submarines 
in the Mediterranean. None 
was fired overnight Thursday, 
U.S. defense officials said Fri¬ 
day. They spoke on condition 
of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to discuss 
such details. 

It was not clear whether the 
U.S. would continue attacks 
with Tomahawks . 

The number of U.S. Navy 
ships involved in the cam¬ 
paign had shrunk to nine as 
of Friday, compared to 11 at 
the start of the operation, and 
it is likely to shrink further in 
the days ahead, other defense 
officials said. Among targets 
struck in western Libya over¬ 
night Thursday by U.S. Air 
Force F-15 and F-16 fighters 
were a radar site and a mili¬ 
tary vehicle that transports 
and elevates missiles into fir¬ 
ing position, one of the de¬ 
fense officials said. □ 
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Union supporters file into the Ohio Statehouse as Gov. John 
Kasich delivers the State of the State address in Columbus, Ohio. 


In Ohio 

Governor signs 
anti-union bill 

By Jim Leckrone 
Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio - Governor John Kasich signed on 
Thursday a bill that curbs collective bargaining rights and bans 
strikes affecting about 360,000 public workers, making Ohio 
the most populous state to pass anti-union legislation this year. 
Republican Kasich signed the controversial measure at a 
ceremony in Columbus one day after it received final approval 
from the legislature. 

“(The bill) gives local governments and schools powerful 
tools to reduce their costs so they can refocus resources on key 
priorities like public safety and classroom instruction,” Kasich 
said in a statement. 

While massive protests in Wisconsin earlier this year grabbed 
national attention, Ohio is far more important to the union 
movement. It has the nation’s sixth largest number of public 
sector union members, which is twice as many as Wisconsin.^ 


Amid ceasefire talk 

US repeats Kadhafl must go 



Libyan rebels man a check point at the front line near Brega, 
Libya, Friday, April 1, 2011. Libya’s rebels will agree to a cease¬ 
fire if Moammar Gadhah pulls his military forces out of cities 
and allows peaceful protests against his regime, an opposition 
leader said Friday as rebels showed signs that their front-line 
organization is improving. 


WASHINGTON - The 
White House Friday stressed 
that President Barack Obama 
wanted Moamar Kadhafi out, 
after Libyan rebels mooted a 
ceasefire in exchange for an 
end to loyalist attacks on their 
territory. 

Asked about the rebel cease¬ 
fire offer, White House 
spokesman Jay Carney ap¬ 
peared to indicate that the 
Obama administration did not 
want the conflict in Libya to 
end with Kadhafi still in pow¬ 
er. 

“The president’s position is 
that Moamer Kadhafi is no 
longer fit to lead, he has lost 
legitimacy in the eyes of his 
people and the world,” said 
Carney. 

“It is not his position that Kad¬ 
hafi should stay in power.” 
“We believe that the Libyan 
people no longer want Kad¬ 
hafi to remain in power as the 
leader of Libya. 

“But I don’t want to speculate 
about outcomes of potential 
ceasefires or negotiations.” 
Earlier, Transitional National 
Council leader Mustafa Abdul 
Jalil said that a ceasefire could 
be agreed provided people in 
western rebel-held cities had 
freedom of expression and 
beseiging forces withdraw. 


He added, however, that the 
revolution still aimed to topple 
the regime. 

“The goal of the revolution 
is the liberation of Libya, the 
unification of its territory and 
to have Tripoli as its capital.” 
Carney also admitted on Fri¬ 
day that rebel forces were 
untrained and inexperienced, 
after they suffered a string of 


military setbacks at the hand 
of Kadhafi’s troops. 

“We don’t dispute the idea that 
this is not a formal military 
force,” he said. 

“It is made up of in many 
senses untrained, unexperi¬ 
enced people who are fighting 
for the right to be more free 
and to participate more fully 
in their country’s future.”Q 
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Russian billionaire buys $100M Silicon Valley home 



Exterior view of a $100 million mansion in Los Altos Hills, Calif., 
Thursday, March 31, 2011. 


By JASON DEAREN 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO - The 
U.S. housing market may be 
struggling to regain its foot¬ 
ing, but the $100 million sale 
of a single-family home in the 
heart of Silicon Valley shows 
that luxury properties are still 
in demand. 

Russian billionaire Yuri Mil¬ 
ner, a big investor in Face- 
book, daily deal website Grou- 
pon and “Farmville” game 
maker Zynga, bought the lav¬ 
ish, 25,500-square-foot man¬ 
sion in Los Altos Hills, Calif. 
The sale is believed to be one 
of the largest in U.S. history 
for a single-family home. 
Donald Trump sold his Palm 
Beach mansion for $100 mil¬ 
lion in 2008 to Russian fertil¬ 
izer billionaire Dmitry Rybo- 
lovlev. Trump told The Asso¬ 


ciated Press at the time that it 
was the largest estate sale ever 
in the U.S. 

Milner, the 49-year-old found¬ 
er of Internet investment firm 
Digital Sky Technologies and 
chairman of Mail.ru Group, 
has no immediate plans 
to move into the mansion, 
spokesman Leonid Solovyev 
told The AP. Solovyev and 
another spokesman for the bil¬ 
lionaire declined any further 
comment. 

The mansion is a French-style 
chateau in the Loire style set 
on 18 acres in hills overlook¬ 
ing San Francisco Bay, the 
architect, William Hablinski, 
told The AP. Hablinski said 
the cost of the project, which 
took about six years to com¬ 
plete, was not a big concern 
during the building process. 
He would not comment on 


how much the seller, Fred 
Chan and his wife Annie, paid 
to build it. 

“It did have a budget, it just 
went far beyond,” he said. 

The estate has a ballroom, 
screening room, wine cellar, 
gym, spa and pools inside and 


out. 

“It has a beautiful rotunda in 
the entryway, flanked by stairs 
up both sides,” Hablinski said. 
“And a motor court that en¬ 
sures security and privacy.” 
The $100 million price is 
based on the documented 


transfer tax of $110,000, 
which was provided to the AP 
by the Santa Clara County As- 
sessor’s Office. 

The Wall Street Journal re¬ 
ported the sale price Thurs¬ 
day. 

That followed a report on the 
deal last week in technology 
blog TechCrunch. 

The mansion’s price tag 
dwarfs the $50 million 
paid for the three-story, 
48,000-square-foot Le Bel¬ 
vedere mansion in Bel Air 
last year, said Betty Graham, 
president of Coldwell Banker 
Previews International, which 
listed that property. Graham 
said the number of homes that 
sold for more than $20 mil¬ 
lion last year in the Los An¬ 
geles area tripled from 2009, 
a sign that the luxury market 
has been strengthening.□ 
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In Montana 


Army group says 


lawmaker’s speech 
perpetuates image 



Republican lawmaker Alan Hale’s speech railing against drunk 
driving reform mocked mercilessly by political opponents is no 
laughing matter to activists who say it dangerously perpetuates a 
boozy culture. 

By STEPHEN DOCKERY 
Associated Press 

HELENA, Mont. - A lawmaker’s speech railing against drunk¬ 
en driving reform mocked mercilessly by political opponents 
is no laughing matter to activists who say it perpetuates the 
state’s dangerous boozy culture. 

Bar owner Alan Hale said in a speech on the House floor this 
week that DUI laws are harmful to small businesses, implying 
people need to drive home after drinking. 

Tough DUI laws “are destroying a way of life that has been in 
Montana for years and years,” said the Republican from the 
rural town Basin, where a few hundred people live near the 
mountains of the Continental Divide. 

Hale’s speech was perhaps most surprising for its honesty. 
Until only recently, Montana had one of the most permissive 
drunken driving cultures in the country. 

Montanans could legally sip a beer while driving, and repeat 
DUI offenders tallied sixth and seventh offenses with little pun¬ 
ishment. 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving said statements like Hale’s 
take the state back to those more dangerous times. 

“His comments are completely out of sync with public safety 
and reality,” said MADD activist Becky Sturdevant, who has 
worked for years to tighten state laws and is now on the cusp of 
one her biggest legislative victories.□ 


There are atheists In foxholes 


By TOM BREEN 
Associated Press 
RALEIGH, N.C. - The cliche 
notwithstanding, there are 
atheists in foxholes. In fact, 
atheists, agnostics, humanists 
and other assorted skeptics 
from the Army’s Fort Bragg 
have formed an organization 
in a pioneering effort to win 
recognition and ensure fair 
treatment for nonbelievers in 
the overwhelmingly Christian 
U.S. military. 

“We exist, we’re here, we’re 
normal,” said Sgt. Justin 
Griffith, chief organizer of 
Military Atheists and Secular 
Humanists, or MASH. “We’re 
also in foxholes. That’s a big 
one, right there.” 

For now, the group meets 
regularly in homes and bars 
outside of Fort Bragg, one of 
the biggest military bases in 
the country. But it is going 
through the long bureaucratic 


process to win official recog¬ 
nition from the Army as a dis¬ 
tinct “faith” group. 

That would enable it to meet 
on base, advertise its gather¬ 
ings and, members say, serve 
more effectively as a haven 
for like-minded soldiers. 
“People look at you different¬ 
ly if you say you’re an atheist 
in the Army,” said Lt. Saman¬ 
tha Nicoll, a West Point grad¬ 
uate who in January attended 
her first meeting of MASH. 
“That’s extremely taboo. I get 
a lot of questions if I let it slip 
in conversation.” 

The decision on recognition 
goes first to an Army agency 
called the Installation Man¬ 
agement Command and may 
be reviewed after that by the 
Army Chaplain Corps. Nei¬ 
ther agency returned calls for 
comment. MASH members 
said chaplains at Fort Bragg 
have been supportive of their 



Army Sgt. Justin Griffith sits 
in front of his Army uniform 
at home in Fayetteville, N.C. 
Griffith, an atheist before he 
joined the Army, decided to 
become a public advocate for 
other members of the Army 
who shared his lack of belief in 
God. 

effort. 

Similar groups of non-the- 
ists at about 20 U.S. military 
bases around the world are 
watching the outcome at Fort 
Bragg in hopes it will lead 
to their recognition, too, said 
Jason Torpy, president of the 
Military Association of Athe¬ 
ists and Freethinkers. □ 


Nation’s most dangerous small city rehires police 


NEW YORK - Camden, New Jersey, the na¬ 
tion’s most crime-ridden small city, on Friday 
welcomed back 55 police officers and 31 fire¬ 
fighters laid off in January because of lack of 
funding. 

Mayor Dana Redd was able to rehire the 86 
public safety workers after receiving $2.5 mil¬ 
lion in state and federal funds. 

“I fully expect that all boots will hit the ground 
and that their presence will be known and felt 
throughout our neighborhoods and business 
districts,” Mayor Redd said in the statement. 

In the months since the officers received their 
pink slips, Camden has experienced a slight in¬ 
crease in crime but it could not be directly tied 


to the layoffs, mayoral spokesman Robert Cor- 
rales told AP. 

There was no change in reported damages 
caused by fires, he said. The state and federal 
funds came in the wake of the city’s failed ef¬ 
fort to win concessions from union leaders and 
the defeat of the mayor’s budget, which would 
have restored even more public safety person¬ 
nel, officials said. 

“Our commitment to Camden and the public 
safety of our residents should send a clear mes¬ 
sage to the criminals looking to deteriorate 
our quality of life, we will not give up and we 
will fight for our great city,” Redd said in the 
statement. □ 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 


HIGHEST PRICES ON ARUBA 


LOWEST COSTS 


NOBODY PAYS YOU MORE, COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF! 


O 




JUWELENHUISJE 


OPEN 10AM - 6PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 




ORANJESTAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK. 12 TEL 588 4141 (!) SAN NICOLAS B. V/D VEEN ZEPPENFELDSTRAAT 14 TEL 584 4141 
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Barracudas 

synchronized 

swimmers 

fundraiser 


Art Rules Aruba is Back! 


RBTT BANK presents Art Rules Aruba 2011 

The biggest educational Arts program on Aruba this summer! 



PALM BEACH - On Sat- 
urday, April 2nd 2011 a fan 
bingo event will be organized 
from 2:00PM-5:00 PM in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Aruba 
Marriott Resort (hotel). There 
are many cash prizes to be 
won ranging from 75 to 750 
florins, along with some very 
exciting door prizes. 

All proceeds for this bingo 
will be used to cover the trav¬ 
el expenses of the Barracuda 
Synchronized Swimming 
Club of Aruba’s top swim¬ 
ming performers, who will 
represent Aruba abroad. The 
Barracuda girls that perform 
in the synchronized swim¬ 
ming selection train very hard, 
around some 15-20 hours per 
week to put in the best scores 
for Aruba. Upcoming perfor¬ 
mances include synchronized 
swimming contests in Can¬ 
ada, Puerto Rico and Peru. 
The sports club does not have 
sufficient funds and therefore 
organizes this bingo at The 
Aruba Marriott Resort as a 
fundraiser. Everybody is wel¬ 
come to join and great prizes 
can be won! 

The Barracudas Synchronized 
Swimming Club was founded 
in 1975 and houses multiple 
top performing teams in syn¬ 
chronized swimming, consist¬ 
ing of girls (only) ranging in 
age from 6 to 18. With the 
Barracudas being the only 
synchronized swimming club 
in Aruba, they are well known 
throughout the Caribbean as 
one of the strongest perform¬ 
ers in the region! Q 



ORANJESTAD - RCB/ 
RBTT Bank and The Pancake 
Gallery Foundation are pre¬ 
paring to introduce the second 
edition of Art Rules Aruba to 
be held July 11th- July 31st 
2011 and expected to be even 
bigger and better than the last. 
In the summer of 2010 The 
Pancake Gallery Foundation 
presented a program that of¬ 
fered a 2-week intensive 
“summer” workshop program 
in 7 Arts disciplines includ¬ 
ing, Dance, Theatre, Poetry & 
Rap, DJ-ing, Photography & 
Design, Fashion and a bonus 
workshop in film. 

Offered by an international 
team of artists, directors, pro¬ 
ducers, dj’s dancers and ac¬ 
tors, Aruba’s young up and 
coming talents got the oppor¬ 
tunity to experience Arts edu¬ 
cation presented by teachers 
from cities all over the world, 
including London, Amster¬ 
dam, New York, Washington 
DC, Rotterdam and even Ot¬ 
tawa Canada. 

This year the program will not 
only re-introduce the same 
workshops and teachers it 
will also introduce 2 new dis¬ 
ciplines, including Painting 
and a bonus workshop Arts & 
Design. 

The bonus workshop will be 
a collaboration with Departa- 
mento di Cultura; presenting 
a workshop in the theme of 



“25 years status Aparte” (In¬ 
dependence for Aruba). 
Additional teachers are also 
presented, including a for¬ 
mer Ralph Lauren designer, 
a critically acclaimed interna¬ 
tional rapper, a big screen ac¬ 
tor/poet and one of America’s 
up & coming and noted young 
Painters. 

With these additions to the 
program the Pancake Gallery 
Foundation has also decided 
to extend the age group for 
Art Rules Aruba from 14-21 
to 14-25. 

With the rapid popularity and 
growth of Art Rules Aruba the 
Pancake Gallery is also put¬ 
ting more focus on the educa¬ 
tional side of the workshops, 
stating that “this year we want 
to put emphasis on offering a 
broader curriculum for each 
discipline that also offers 
more theory and goes into 
depth with each workshop “. 
Classes will also again be of¬ 
fered in both San Nicolaas 


and Oranjestad, encouraging 
young-ones from all over the 
island to participate. 

Huge progression and devel¬ 
opment for the program this 
year is made possible with the 
support of partners including 
Triple A, Unoca, VNO, DCA, 
Red Sail, La Cabana and Aru¬ 
ba Bank all coming together 
to support opportunities for 
Aruba’s future generation. 
Undoubtedly look forward to 
a fantastic final showcase that 
will again offer a multi media 
presentation at Cas Di Cultura 
at the end of the program on 
Sunday July 31 st and a couple 
surprise events throughout the 
program, to be confirmed later 
this year. Registration opens 


April 15th 2011. 

This year applicants can only 
sign up online at www.ar- 
trulesaruba.com Registrations 
opens (for 1 month) on April 
15th at midnight and as last 
year applicants are required to 
write a motivation letter to be 
selected and accepted into the 
program. The program fee is 
Afl.200/$114 and covers the 
2 week workshop program, 
transportation to the classes, 
beverages and snacks during 
classes, an Art Rules Aruba 
T-shirt and all class materials. 
For more information visit 
www. artrulesaruba. com or 
contact The Pancake Gal¬ 
lery at info@pancakegallery. 
comQ 
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Dick Coin bids Aruba Farewell 


PALM BEACH - Dick Goin 
an executive with Faithful 
+ Gould, providing project 
management & cost manage¬ 
ment services for construc¬ 
tion and engineering projects, 
worked in Aruba on two 
lovely developments. 

In 2005/2006 he oversaw the 
construction of the fabulous 
Larimar Spa, Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & Spa, and for 
the past fourteen months he 
was at the helm of the refresh 
project at that same resort, 
working on the Bonaire and 
Curacao towers. 

Goin was given a congenial 
farewell party at the resort’s 
new Plaza Club when his 
departure was announced. 
Goin will be going back to 


his hometown in Louisiana, 
USA, having completed most 
of the work to date, on bud¬ 
get and on time. Mike Gray, 
also with Faithful + Gould, 
fill follow in his footsteps to 
conclude the project and the 
refresh of the Aruba Tower 
before the end of the year. 

The party was attended by 
all of Goin’s Aruba fam¬ 
ily members, the managers 
of the Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa. General Man¬ 
ager Rob Smith expressed his 
gratitude for Goin’s commit¬ 
ment and expertise, given so 
graciously and professionally 
to the multi-million dollar 
project. 

Director of Finance Raymond 
Habibe praised Goin’s easy¬ 
going dealings with resort 
departments, and his notable 
gift for communication. 

Director of Finance Bob 
Curtis and Director of Main¬ 
tenance Marciano Geerman 
recounted work-related epi¬ 
sodes in which Goin pitched 
in to help beyond his assigned 
responsibilities. 

Having invited all of his Aru¬ 
ban friends to visit him in 
Louisiana, Goin received a 
signed-by-everyone framed 
picture of the resort and a sou¬ 
venir Biba Dushi, Sweet Life 
tee-shirt to wear around his 
backyard when boiling Cajon 
powered Louisiana crawfish 
when they all drop in for a 
meal.Q 
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Fantastic Garden launches a line of fine Porcelain Mugs 



BUSHIRI- Looking for a perfect office-gift, house-gift or 
souvenir from Aruba? Fantastic Gardens, Aruba’s plant people 
just launched a line of fine China mugs with original designs 
inspired by Aruba’s traditional home exterior decorations. The 
icon series named Strea di Nos Cura, the stars of our garden, 
adorn real porcelain mugs, made in Holland by a famous 
earthenware factory, makers of Delft Blue china. 

Check out the collection of four mugs symbolizing Abundance 
in Our Life, Blessings on Our Earth, Heart of Our Family and 
The Wheel of Life, buy one or four, at F antastic Gardens, Aruba’s 
larges nursery and garden center. The Garden Center is open 
year-round to serve Aruba’s gardening and landscaping needs, 
Monday-Friday 8:30am-6:00pm; Saturday 8:30am-5:00pm 
and Sunday 10:00am-2:00pm. Fantastic Gardens Aruba N.V. 
is located at Caya Cuida bo Cura 14, Bushiri and was founded 
in September 1983 by the present owner Roy Maduro, whose 
wife Grace helped develop the line of lovely coffee/teaware.Q 






HOP INTO A CAB TO CITY CENTER AND 


WIN ATRIP 

FOR TWO BACK 

TO ARUBA 


For more information ask your taxi driver 

including airfare, hotel plus a$500 
Renaissance Gift Certificate 


Name: 

-E-maiE 

Phone: 


. the form■ 


sit. Complete! 


SSund^r^place. 
tified by phone or e m 


renaissance 

ARUBA RESORTS CASINO 


RENAISSANCE 


MALL 


Shopping, dining & entertainment 

We have it all! 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have 
to offer, and what the words 


•w W 



"fresh seafood" really mean. 
What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 


12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rates: 

$360- 1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 



Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 


ARUHIBA THE 1 AND ONIY HOMEMADE ARUBAN CIGAR 


SOLEDAD 14-A, IMOORD • TEL: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@live.com 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the 
newest export product of 
Aruba, locally produced 


cigars called “Aruhiba”. 
These cigars are 
produced and cultivated 
in Aruba. Petrocchi has 
always had an interest in 
the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many 
attempts and trips to 
Santo Domingo and Cuba 



he started his own 
production and cultivation 
of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took 
ten years. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is 
important for the molding 
and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar 
box is specially designed 
for the cigars with the 
logo “Aruhiba”. Petrocchi 
considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba 
through fine quality 
cigars. The company 
sells International cigars 
as well. Buy a gift box of 
Aruhiba Corona with five 



cigars and you will get 1 
FREE cigar of $35. 
Located at the Historic 
Dutch Windmill. Open 
from Monday to Saturday 
from 9am till 8:30pm. 

And open on Sunday 


from 9am to 1 pm. Aruhiba 
is only available in above 
mentioned stores. Visit 
our authentic tobacco 



farm where cigars are 
handmade. For tour to 
the tabaco factory call: 
586-0347 



BUY & RECEIVE ONI ARUBAN CIGAR Hill WITH INIS FLYIR 










































































In Afghanistan 

12 killed in protest at UN office 
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In Ivory Coast 

Fierce fighting spreads 
in Abidjan showdown 



Pro-Gbagbo militiamen patrol the empty streets of Abidjan. 



Afghans carrying a man, who got wounded following an attack 
on UN’s office during a demonstration to condemn the burning of 
a copy of the Muslim holy book by a Florida pastor, in Mazar-i- 
Sharif north of Kabul, Afghanistan on Friday, April. 1, 2011. 


By Loucoumane Coulibaly 
Associated Press 
ABIDJAN - Fierce fighting 
spread across Abidjan on Fri¬ 
day as troops loyal to Ivory 
Coast’s Laurent Gbagbo fend¬ 
ed off attacks by forces sup¬ 
porting Alassane Ouattara’s 
rival claim to the presidency. 
The heaviest clashes centered 
around the state television 
station, which went off the air 
after it was attacked by pro- 
Ouattara forces overnight. 

The boom of heavy weapons 
fire rang out constantly from 
near Gbagbo’s residence and 
presidential palace, both of 
which have come under at¬ 
tack, as well as two major 
military bases turning Ivory 
Coast’s main city into a war 
zone. “We can hear shooting 
and see soldiers moving but 
there are also armed civilians 
running in the streets,” said 
Camara Arnold, a resident of 
Cocody, the neighborhood 
that is home to the state tele¬ 
vision building and Gbagbo’s 
residence. Two white MI-24 
attack helicopters belong¬ 
ing to the United Nations 
peacekeeping mission circled 
above central Abidjan’s palm- 
fringed lagoon, but did not 
intervene. Gbagbo, who has 
refused to quit after a Novem¬ 
ber 28 election that U.N.-cer¬ 
tified results showed he lost, 
has been hit by a number of 
high-level defections in the 
military. 

The African Union, former 
colonial ruler France, and 
U.N. Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon called on him to step 
down immediately. 

But in the commercial capi¬ 


tal loyalists have dug in, and 
a Paris-based Gbagbo adviser 
said the incumbent’s surren¬ 
der was “out of the question.” 
Forces supporting Ouattara, 
who has been recognized as 
winner of the November elec¬ 
tion by African nations and 
Western powers, marched into 
Abidjan on Thursday after a 
swift push south that initially 
met with little resistance. 

But they now face Gbagbo’s 
most reliable fighters, the 
roughly 2,500-strong elite 
Republican Guard, clustered 
in Abidjan along with remain¬ 
ing regular army troops. 

The U.N. peacekeeping mis¬ 
sion said its headquarters were 
fired on by Gbabgo’s special 
forces on Thursday, and re¬ 
turned fire in an exchange 
lasting about three hours. 

U.N. convoys have also come 
under attack by Gbagbo loyal¬ 
ists four times since Thursday, 
with three peacekeepers in¬ 
jured in one of the attacks, the 
mission said in a statement. 
The United Nations also 
called on Ouattara to rein in 
his forces, citing what it said 
were unconfirmed reports 
they had abducted and mis¬ 
treated civilians. While fig¬ 
ures for dead and wounded 
were unavailable, Doctors 
Without Borders said it had 
treated at least 80 people over 
the past two days, most of 
them suffering from gunshot 
wounds. 

“The majority are young men, 
though we can not tell wheth¬ 
er they are combatants or ci¬ 
vilians,” said Mego Terzian, 
the aid group’s emergency 
desk manager in Abidjan.^ 


By DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan - Thou¬ 
sands of protesters angry over 
the burning of a Quran by a 
Florida pastor stormed a U.N. 
compound Friday in northern 
Afghanistan, killing at least 
12 people, including eight 
foreigners. The desecration of 
the Muslim holy book fueled 
resentment against the West 
at a critical moment in the Af¬ 
ghan war. 

The demonstration in Mazar- 
i-Sharif turned violent when 
some protesters grabbed 
weapons from the U.N. guards 
and opened fire, then mobbed 
buildings and set fires on the 
compound, officials said. 
Demonstrators also massed in 
Kabul and the western city of 
Herat. 

The topic of Quran burning 
stirred outrage among mil¬ 
lions of Muslims and others 
worldwide after the Rev. Ter¬ 
ry Jones’ small church, Dove 
Outreach Center, threatened 
to destroy a copy of the holy 
book last year. The Florida 
pastor had backed down but 
the church went through with 


the burning last month. 

Munir Ahmad Farhad, a 
spokesman in Balkh province, 
said the protest in Mazar-i- 
Sharif began peacefully when 
several hundred demonstra¬ 
tors gathered outside the U.N. 
mission’s compound, choos¬ 
ing an obvious symbol of the 
international community’s 
involvement in Afghanistan 
to denounce the Quran’s de- 



Japan’s prime minister said 
on Friday he was ready for a 
long battle to bring the quake- 
hit Fukushima nuclear plant 
under control 

“We are focusing on stabiliz¬ 
ing the conditions there using 
every bit of expertise avail¬ 
able,” he said before leav¬ 
ing. “I am convinced we will 


struction. 

It turned violent when some 
protesters seized the guards’ 
weapons and started shoot¬ 
ing, then the crowds stormed 
the building, sending plumes 
of black smoke into the air. 
One protester, Ahmad Gul, a 
32-year-old teacher in the city, 
said Afghan security forces at 
the scene killed and wounded 
protesters. □ 


Nuclear crisis drags 

Japan PM to visit disaster rone 


By Chizu Nomiyama 
Associated Press 
TOKYO - Japan’s prime min¬ 
ister was headed to the nu¬ 
clear disaster zone on where 
workers are braving radiation 
from the crippled Fukushima 
Daiichi plant to battle the 
world’s worst atomic crisis 
since Chernobyl. 

Naoto Kan was due to visit 
a sports camp turned into a 
base for military, firefighters 
and engineers working inside 
an evacuation zone to cool 
the six-reactor complex and 
contain contamination before 
Japan seeks a permanent solu¬ 
tion. 

Kan has warned of a “long¬ 
term battle” at Fukushima 
where the nuclear crisis enter¬ 
ing its fourth week has com¬ 
pounded national anguish af¬ 
ter an earthquake and tsunami 
that left 28,000 people dead or 
missing. 


be able to achieve it. I do not 
know for now how long this 
will take.” 

The 64-year-old Kan’s popu¬ 
larity was already low before 
the March 11 disaster. 

Critics have accused him both 
of poor leadership during the 
crisis and of hampering emer¬ 
gency efforts by flying over 
Fukushima Daiichi the day 
after the quake. 

As well as seeing the opera¬ 
tion first hand Kan aimed to 
give a morale boost to work¬ 
ers operating in frightful con¬ 
ditions as they enter dark and 
mangled corners of the com¬ 
plex to try to restart pumps 
needed to stop fuel rods over¬ 
heating. 

He was also to visit the beach 
town of Rikuzentakata, 
flattened into a wasteland of 
mud and debris by the wave 
that crashed into the northeast 
Pacific coast on March 11. □ 
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Should it be illegal to 
smoke in car with kidsP 



Smoking dad with kid in the backof the car 


NEW YORK - South Caro¬ 
lina lawmakers are debating 
whether they ought to ban 
smoking when children are in 
the back seat 

The automobile, one of the 
last refuges of the smoker, is 
under siege in South Caro¬ 
lina, where state lawmak¬ 
ers are considering a ban on 
lighting up if you’re in a car 
with a small child. Smok¬ 
ers would face a $25 fine if 
they’re caught with a lit ciga¬ 
rette in a car carrying children 
6 or younger, or 80 pounds or 
lighter (those who may still 
need a car seat). Is this just a 
sensible precaution to protect 
kids from second-hand smoke, 
or a heavy-handed violation of 
smokers’ rights? 


If anything, this ban doesn’t 
go far enough: Doctors say 
second-hand smoke can in¬ 
crease a kid’s chances of get¬ 
ting ear infections, allergies, 
asthma, and other ailments, 
says Carolyn Castiglia at 
Strollerderby. So instead of a 
cut-off at age 6, why not pro¬ 
hibit smoking when a child of 
any age is in the car? We tell 
people they can’t drink or use 
a cell phone when they drive 
if smoking in the car is hurt¬ 
ing kids, we should regulate 
that, too. 

This is just another nanny 
state overreach: We’re head¬ 
ing down a slippery slope 
here, says South Carolinian 
Barry DeHaven, as quoted by 
the Associated Press. □ 


Stop ATI’s Anti-Gun Zealots 


Michelle Malkin 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO - For 30 years, 
Chicago banned handguns. 
The crime rate skyrocketed. 
Murders soared. Gangs blos¬ 
somed. Desperate city offi¬ 
cials even considered calling 
the National Guard to combat 
the out-of-control violence 
that all the “community orga¬ 
nizing” in the world couldn’t 
curb. 

The Supreme Court struck 
down Chicago’s individual 
firearms ownership prohibi¬ 
tion last year, but the same an¬ 
ti-gun zealots who put Windy 
City citizens’ lives at risk re¬ 
main in power. 

And now one of them may 
soon be in charge of the scan¬ 
dal-plagued Bureau of Alco¬ 
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives. 

Meet Andrew Traver. He’s 



Andrew Traver: Is Obama’s 
choice for ATF chief an 
‘antigun zealot 


President Obama’s nominee 
to head ATF. The Senate Ju¬ 
diciary Committee refused to 
act on the original nomination 
last fall. His name was sent up 
again earlier this year, and a 
hearing has yet to be sched¬ 
uled. Obama’s czar-happy 
habits should be a red flag 
on a possible recess appoint¬ 
ment. 

Traver has spent two decades 
in the Chicago ATF office bu¬ 
reaucracy. The White House 
touts his record as a Navy vet 
and crime-fighter. □ 


Planned Parenthood: 


SoAccustomedtolies 



Pro choice a woman’s right 


Mona Charen 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - Perhaps 
you’ve seen the commercials 
touting the life-saving ben¬ 
efits of Planned Parenthood. 
They’re very professional, 
very persuasive, and clear¬ 
ly very expensive. Viewers 
might wonder why, if Planned 
Parenthood can afford this 
multimillion-dollar image ad¬ 
vertising, it would be devas¬ 
tated by the loss of about $300 
million in taxpayer support? 
That Planned Parenthood is 
spooked by Republican ef¬ 
forts to withdraw funding is 
obvious though they have ad¬ 
ditional reasons to fret about 
their image just now. Over the 
course of the past few months, 
they’ve been stung by a group 
calling itself Five Action. In 
one case, a man and a wom¬ 
an posing as a pimp and a 
prostitute (yes, shades of the 
ACORN prank) visited a 


Planned Parenthood clinic in 
Perth Amboy, N.J. There, a 
Planned Parenthood manager 
coached the couple in how 
to obtain birth control, HIV 
tests, and abortions for prosti¬ 
tutes she was told were 14 and 
15 years old. The manager 
was fired, but not before real 
damage was done to Planned 
Parenthood’s reputation. 

As part of the rehabilitation 
effort, Planned Parenthood 
president Cecile Richards ap¬ 
peared on Joy Behar’s show. 


The Behar show is not on Fox, 
so of course, it’s unbiased and 
impartial. Here’s a sample of 
Behar’s questioning of Rich¬ 
ards about efforts to rescind 
federal funding: “It’s illogi¬ 
cal what they’re doing. Be¬ 
cause if you are not going to 
help people with birth control, 
you’re going to have more 
abortions, q 

Don’t they think of that? 
So besides being evil and 
immoral and unethical, 
they’re also stupid!” □ 


Unanswered Questions 



Youths on the roofs of vehicles waving pre-Gadhafi era Libyan 
flags now used by the opposition, ride through the streets at night 
in Benghazi, Libya Friday, April 1, 2011. 


Linda Chavez 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - The presi¬ 
dent’s speech on Libya this 
week raised more questions 
than it answered. 

And with fighting there es¬ 
calating, as Gadhafi’s troops 
battle poorly trained and 
armed rebels driving them 
back from strategic territory 
they had gained, it seems 
likely that circumstances will 
force a more expansive role 
than President Obama out¬ 
lined. 

We are already under pres¬ 
sure from our allies to provide 
arms to the rebels, directly or 
indirectly. 

But we are not positioned to 
make an informed decision 
unless we have a better under¬ 
standing of what is happening 
on the ground. In his speech, 
the president stated U.S. goals 
as narrowly as possible to 
protect civilian populations 
from slaughter at the hands of 
Gadhafi’s forces. 

He has demurred on the larger 
issue of whether it is the goal 
of the military operation to 
remove Gadhafi from power, 


though clearly, any outcome 
short of Gadhafi’s departure 
would harm U.S. interests. 
But the problem in Libya, as 
it was in Iraq, is that we have 
too little idea what will hap¬ 
pen after we achieve our de¬ 
clared military aims. 

The administration seems 
to have been taken totally 
by surprise, first by popu¬ 
lar uprisings in Tunisia, then 
Egypt, Bahrain, Yemen, and 
now Syria. But the fault is not 
Obama’s alone. 

Despite billions of dollars 
invested each year in intelli¬ 


gence-gathering by a myriad 
of government agencies, we 
continue to miss what’s hap¬ 
pening in places vital to our 
national interests. It’s a prob¬ 
lem that dates back for de¬ 
cades. 

Our intelligence agencies 
gave us little advance warn¬ 
ing that the Soviet Union was 
on the point of collapse in the 
1980s and that the Berlin Wall 
would fall in 1989, or to pre¬ 
dict that the Soviet Empire in 
Eastern Europe would disin¬ 
tegrate and the Soviet Union 
would dissolve in 1991. □ 
































Plainclothes and riot police detain a protester during a general 
strike in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 


Teachers strike fuels 
unrest in Honduras 

By FREDDY CUEVAS 
Associated Press 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras - The Honduran government is 
imposing a new school system meant partly to ensure the coun¬ 
try’s frequently striking teachers show up for work. 

Teachers responded by walking off their jobs. 

Congress late Thursday approved a law that decentralizes over¬ 
sight of schools, creating local community groups to monitor 
issues such as student performance, dropout rates and whether 
teachers adhere to the school calendar. 

The vote came despite three weeks of teachers’ strikes that have 
become a catalyst for a wider political movement against the 
government and demands for the return from exile of ousted 
former President Manuel Zelaya. At least one teacher was killed 
and more than 50 people injured in clashes with police in some 
of the worst unrest since the months following the June 2009 
coup that toppled Zelaya. 

Teachers vowed the strikes would continue. 

“In this fascist government there is no room for dialogue,” said 
Jaime Rodriguez, president of the Federation of Teachers’ Or¬ 
ganization. “The only way is to mobilize people.” 

Parents, who can now sit on the oversight committee along with 
teachers, union leaders, mayors and church pastors, complain 
their children spend more days at home than in school in one of 
Latin America’s poorest countries. 

Over the past 10 years, schools have held classes an average 
of 125 days a year, far below the 200 mandated by the govern¬ 
ment, according to a recent study by the Inter-American Devel¬ 
opment Bank. 

“Teachers are always looking for excuses to be on the streets,” 
said Maria Saravia, president of the National Parents’ Associa¬ 
tion. “They don’t teach. They always demand more and more 
salaries.” 

The association is also demanding six months of unpaid salaries 
for 6,000 teachers. The Education Ministry insists that salary 
payments are up to date, and that the protests are more about 
destabilizing the government of President Porfirio Lobo. 

Also participating in the protests is the National Front of Popu¬ 
lar Resistance, a group of activists, workers and farmers formed 
in the wake of the coup that ousted Zelaya. The group continues 
to advocate Zelaya’s proposal to rewrite the Honduran constitu¬ 
tion and shake up a political system long dominated by a few 
wealthy families of textile magnates and other businessmen. 
That movement prompted the coup that ousted the Zelaya. 

Lobo was elected in November 2009 voting that had been 
scheduled before the coup. However, Zelaya supporters refused 
to recognize Lobo’s legitimacy because the elections occurred 
under an interim government installed by the coup.Q 
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In Syria 

Protesters clash with security forces 



Syrian President Bashar Assad, left, waves to his supporters after 
he made a speech at the Parliament, in Damascus, Syria, Wednes¬ 
day, March 30, 2011. 


By E. A. KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

CAIRO - The protest move¬ 
ment against Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s authoritarian 
rule proved its resilience Fri¬ 
day as thousands of people 
took to the streets in cities 
across the country, brushing 
off Assad’s limited gestures 
of reform and defying securi¬ 
ty forces who beat them back 
with tear gas, batons and bul¬ 
lets. At least three people were 
killed, bringing the death toll 
from two weeks of demon¬ 
strations to at least 75. The 
government blamed Friday’s 
bloodshed on “armed gangs.” 
The state-run news agency 
also acknowledged for the 
first time that Syria was see¬ 
ing gatherings of people call¬ 
ing for reform. 

The extraordinary wave of 
protests has proved the most 
serious challenge yet to the 
four-decade ruling dynasty 
of the Assad family, one of 
the most rigid regimes in the 
Middle East. 

“There’s this incredible mo¬ 


mentum that has built up 
across the Middle East that 
has galvanized people,” said 
Joshua Landis, an American 
professor and Syria expert. 
But the regime will likely 
crush any attempts to keep up 
the resistance unless the op¬ 
position movement can rally 
enough people to overwhelm 
the army, he said. 

The long-term strength of the 
burgeoning protest movement 
is difficult to gauge because 


Syria has restricted media ac¬ 
cess and even expelled jour¬ 
nalists, making it difficult to 
determine the extent of the 
protests and how many people 
are turning out. Two Associ¬ 
ated Press journalists were 
ordered to leave the country 
Friday with less than an hour’s 
notice. 

But the regime had appeared 
fairly confident in recent days 
that it could appease the the 
protesters. □ 


World court dismisses 

Georgia's case against Russia dropped 



Members of the Georgian legal team Tina Burjaliani (R) and Pay- 
am Akhaven sit before the court’s ruling 


AMSTERDAM - The U N. s 
highest court on Friday ruled 
it had no jurisdiction to hear 
Georgia’s complaints of al¬ 
leged human rights abuses by 
Russia on Georgian territory 
because the two sides had not 
held negotiations. 

Georgia accused Russia of 
“serious violations” of a 1965 
anti-discrimination treaty dur¬ 
ing three interventions in the 
breakaway regions of South 
Ossetia and Abkhazia from 
1990 to August 2008 and a 
“systematic policy” of ethnic 
discrimination. Russia asked 
for the case, lodged by Geor¬ 
gia at the International Court 
of Justice in 2008, to be dis¬ 
missed. It said Georgia never 
properly raised the dispute 
or tried to negotiate, as the 
treaty requires before the ICJ 
court can be approached. The 
ICJ on Friday said the claims 
and counter-claims made by 
Georgia and Russia concern¬ 
ing ethnic cleansing showed 
there was a dispute, but, “it 


has no jurisdiction to entertain 
the application filed by Geor¬ 
gia” because there was no evi¬ 
dence the two parties had held 
negotiations to try to resolve 
it. “Georgia and the Russian 
Federation did not engage in 
negotiations with respect to 
the latter’s compliance with 
its substantive obligations” 
under the treaty known as the 
international convention on 
the elimination of all forms of 


racial discrimination the court 
said. Georgian Foreign Min¬ 
ister Grigol Vashadze told a 
news conference at the United 
Nations he was “tremendous¬ 
ly disappointed” by the ruling 
and accused the court of try¬ 
ing “to find some kind of ex¬ 
cuse not to consider the case.” 
“Russia and Georgia have 
been engaged in bilateral, 
in multilateral talks since 
1991.□ 
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In Tunisian capital 

Police clash with protesters 



Protesters shout slogans during a demonstration demanding all 
Tunisian women to wear a veil in Tunis April 1, 2011 


By B. BEN BOUAZZA 
Associated Press 
TUNIS, Tunisia - Police 
fired tear gas Friday on stone¬ 
throwing youths in Tunisia’s 
capital after a demonstration 
by hundreds of Islamists pro¬ 
testing the country’s secular 
laws. 

The violence at the end of a 
day of peaceful, small protests 
disrupted a period of relative 


calm in the North African 
country, where an uprising 
ousted the longtime president 
in January and prompted re¬ 
volts around the Arab world. 

It was unclear whether anyone 
was injured or arrested in the 
clash. 

Protesters held two demon¬ 
strations in Tunis on Friday, 
one by a group demanding 
more economic freedoms and 


another by young Islamists 
shouting “God is great” and 
other religious slogans. 

Their demonstration came 
as the Interior Ministry an¬ 
nounced Friday that women 
are no longer required to take 
off headscarves for official 
state ID cards. The Islamist 
protesters want the govern¬ 
ment to remove restrictions 
on the headscarf in public 
buildings and other measures. 
A strong secular flavor per¬ 
vades this former French 
colony, partly because ousted 
President Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali and his predecessor, 
Habib Bourguiba, kept Is¬ 
lamists in check. Even though 
98 percent of the population 
are Muslims, only a minor¬ 
ity of women wear Islamic 
headscarves, and Friday, the 
Muslim day of rest and spe¬ 
cial prayer, is part of the Tu¬ 
nisian work week.Q 


In Japan 

US military search for tsunami victims 


By JAY ALABASTER 
Associated Press 

SENDAI, Japan — Japanese and U.S. mili¬ 
tary ships and helicopters trolled Japan’s tsu¬ 
nami-ravaged coastline looking for bodies Fri¬ 
day, part of an all-out search that could be the 
last chance to find those swept out to sea nearly 
three weeks ago. 

More than 16,000 are still missing after the 
disaster, which officials fear may have killed 
some 25,000 people. The 9.0-earthquake and 
tsunami also ravaged a nuclear plant that con¬ 
tinues to leak radiation despite frantic efforts to 
control it. 

Japan’s Prime Minister Naoto Kan sounded 
a resolute note Friday, promising to win the 
battle against the overheating plant even as 


atomic safety officials raised questions about 
the accuracy of radiation measurements there. 
Residents have been evacuated from around 
the plant. 

On the outskirts of Sendai, near the Japanese 
military’s Kasuminome air base, a constant 
stream of helicopters roared overhead through¬ 
out the afternoon, shuttling to and from the 
more remote coastal regions. Planes and boats 
were dispatched from other bases near the city. 
Altogether, 25,000 soldiers, 120 helicopters, 
and 65 ships will continue searching through 
Sunday. 

If U.S. forces spot bodies, they will point them 
out to the Japanese military rather than try¬ 
ing to retrieve them. So far, more than 11,700 
deaths have been confirmed.Q 



Australian pilots Friday raised concerns about how airline Jetstar 
dealt with complaints about fatigue 


Australian pilots told to 
‘toughen up, princesses’ 

SYDNEY - Australian pilots Friday raised concerns about 
how airline Jetstar dealt with complaints about fatigue after an 
email tabled in a Senate inquiry revealed some crew were told 
to “toughen up princesses”. 

The email was written by an unnamed pilot based in Perth and 
targeted at colleagues who were complaining about a long-haul 
schedule. 

“Toughen up princesses,” it said. “You aren’t fatigued, you are 
tired and can’t be bothered going to work.” 

Jetstar, the budget offshoot of Australian national carrier Qantas, 
described the exchange as “banter” between about 20 staff. 
“People use colourful language to get across their message. As 
I said, it doesn’t represent the views of management,” Jetstar 
chief executive Bruce Buchanan told reporters. 

But the Australian and International Pilots Association said the 
email was issued in response to a serious complaint from a pilot 
who said he felt tired and unable to function at his best when 
flying the Singapore-Denpasar-Perth-Melbourne-Perth route. 
“Fatigue is a very serious issue which deserves to be treated 
seriously,” association vice president Captain Richard 
Woodward said in a statement. 

“The public’s concern here is about a culture in which those who 
speak out about safety are treated with hostility. If Mr Buchanan 
wants to remedy this, he’s setting a pretty poor example from 
the top.” 

The email was tabled during an inquiry into pilot training and 
airline safety which also heard that Jetstar pilots were working 
fewer hours than the maximum allowed so that the company 
could manage fatigue among cabin crew.Q 
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In Canada 

Controls tightened on 
Japan food, animal feed 


In Germany 


IIS Air Force attack jet crashes 



The debris of a crashed US military plane lies in a field near Laufeld, western Germany on Friday, 
April 1, 2011. A police spokesman said the pilot ejected before the crash. He was injured and 
hospitalized. 


WINNIPEG, Manitoba - Can¬ 
ada has tightened its controls 
on Japanese imports to in¬ 
clude all food and animal feed 
products from areas affected 
by Japan’s ongoing nuclear 
crisis. 

The Canadian Food Inspec¬ 
tion Agency said as of Friday 
that it requires documentation 
proving the safety of food and 
feed products before it will al¬ 
low them into Canada. 

The federal agency has also 
begun testing radiation levels 
of Japanese products, it said. 

Argentine judge: 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina - 
An Argentine judge says “the 
Turkish state committed the 
crime of genocide against the 
Armenian people” between 
1915 and 1923. 

The ruling Friday also says 
Turkey should help an Arme¬ 
nian descendant living in Ar¬ 
gentina learn the fate of more 
than 50 of his relatives who 
disappeared nearly a century 
ago. 


Last week, Canada said it re¬ 
quired documents verifying 
the safety of milk, fruit and 
vegetables from four Japanese 
prefectures. Other countries 
also have imposed restric¬ 
tions, and Russia’s food safety 
body said on Friday it may 
ban seafood from areas near 
the Fukushima nuclear plant. 
The Japanese areas affected by 
Canada’s import controls are 
Fukushima, Gunma, Ibaraki, 
Tochigi, Miyagi, Yamagata, 
Niigata, Nagano, Yamanashi, 
Saitama, Tokyo and Chiba.□ 


Many international experts 
say the killing of up to 1.5 
million Armenians by Otto¬ 
man Turks around the time 
of World War I was genocide. 
Turkey maintains that far few¬ 
er died and due to civil war 
and unrest, rather than geno¬ 
cide. 

The Turkish Embassy in Bue¬ 
nos Aires has not immediately 
responded to a request for 
comment. □ 


By JUERGEN BAETZ 
Associated Press 
BERLIN - A U.S. Air Force 
attack jet on a training mis¬ 
sion crashed in western Ger¬ 
many on Friday, injuring the 
pilot as he ejected to safety, 
authorities said. 

The A-10 Thunderbolt II 
went down near the village of 
Laufeld, between the former 
West German capital of Bonn 
and Trier, police spokeswom¬ 
an Monika Peters said. 

The pilot has been hospital¬ 
ized and is in “good condi¬ 
tion,” according to a military 
statement. 

The jet crashed in a field 
just about 330 yards from 


Laufeld’s residential area, Pe¬ 
ters said. The town’s mayor, 
Karl-Josef Junk, told the Ger¬ 
man news agency DAPD that 
a catastrophe was “narrowly 
avoided.” 

The twin-engine A-10 is used 
to provide close air support 
for ground forces by attacking 
tanks and other targets. 
Firefighters quickly extin¬ 
guished the blaze following 
the crash, Peters said. 

The aircraft, also known as 
the Warthog, was part of the 
81st Fighter Squadron at the 
Spangdahlem Air Base, in 
Rhineland Palatinate, said 
Senior Airman Nathanael 
Callon, a spokesman for the 


52nd Fighter Wing at Spang¬ 
dahlem. 

The 52nd Fighter Wing said 
in a statement the A-10 was 
“was on a routine local train¬ 
ing mission” when it crashed 
Friday afternoon. 

The pilot’s identity is withheld 
pending the notification of his 
family members. A board of 
officers will investigate the 
accident, the statement said. 
Spangdahlem Air Base, 
founded in May 1948, is one 
of 16 major operating loca¬ 
tions for the U.S. Air Force in 
Europe, and about 5,500 mili¬ 
tary personnel are currently 
assigned to the base, accord¬ 
ing to its website.□ 


Turkey was the cause 
‘Armenian genocide’ 
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The Mellon Doctrine 



By PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

“Liquidate labor, liquidate 
stocks, liquidate the farmers, 
liquidate real estate.” That, 
according to Herbert Hoover, 
was the advice he received 
from Andrew Mellon, the 
Treasury secretary, as Amer¬ 
ica plunged into depression. 
To be fair, there’s some ques¬ 
tion about whether Mellon 
actually said that; all we have 
is Hoover’s version, written 
many years later. 

But one thing is clear: Mel- 
lon-style liquidationism is 
now the official doctrine of 
the GOP. 

Two weeks ago, Republican 
staff at the Congressional 
Joint Economic Commit¬ 
tee released a report, “Spend 
Less, Owe Less, Grow the 
Economy,” that argued that 
slashing government spend¬ 
ing and employment in the 
face of a deeply depressed 
economy would actually cre¬ 
ate jobs. In part, they invoked 
the aid of the confidence 
fairy; more on that in a min¬ 
ute. But the leading argument 
was pure Mellon. 

Here’s the report’s explana¬ 
tion of how layoffs would 
create jobs: “A smaller gov¬ 
ernment work force increas¬ 
es the available supply of 
educated, skilled workers for 
private firms, thus lowering 
labor costs.” Dropping the 
euphemisms, what this says is 
that by increasing unemploy¬ 
ment, particularly of “educat¬ 
ed, skilled workers” - in case 
you’re wondering, that main¬ 
ly means schoolteachers - we 
can drive down wages, which 
would encourage hiring. 

There is, if you think about it, 
an immediate logical problem 
here: Republicans are saying 
that job destruction leads to 
lower wages, which leads to 
job creation. But won’t this 
job creation lead to higher 


wages, which leads to job de¬ 
struction, which leads to ...? I 
need some aspirin. 

Beyond that, why would low¬ 
er wages promote higher em¬ 
ployment? 

There’s a fallacy of compo¬ 
sition here: Since workers 
at any individual company 
may be able to save their jobs 
by accepting a pay cut, you 
might think that we can in¬ 
crease overall employment by 
cutting everyone’s wages. But 
pay cuts at, say, General Mo¬ 
tors have helped save some 
workers’jobs by making GM 
more competitive with other 
companies whose wage costs 
haven’t fallen. There’s no 
comparable benefit when you 
cut everyone’s wages at the 
same time. 

In fact, across-the-board wage 
cuts would almost certainly 
reduce, not increase, employ¬ 
ment. Why? Because while 
earnings would fall, debts 
would not, so a general fall 
in wages would worsen the 
debt problems that are, at this 
point, the principal obstacle to 
recovery. 

In short, Mellonism is as 
wrong now as it was four¬ 
score years ago. 

Now, liquidationism isn’t the 
only argument the GOP report 
advances to support the claim 
that reducing employment 
actually creates jobs. It also 
invokes the confidence fairy; 
that is, it suggests that cuts in 
public spending will stimulate 
private spending by raising 
consumer and business con¬ 
fidence, leading to economic 
expansion. 

Or maybe “suggests” isn’t the 
right word; “insinuates” may 
be closer to the mark. For a 
funny thing has happened 
lately to the doctrine of “ex¬ 
pansionary austerity,” the no¬ 
tion that cutting government 
spending, even in a slump, 
leads to faster economic 
growth. 

A year ago, conservatives 
gleefully trumpeted statistical 
studies supposedly showing 
many successful examples of 
expansionary austerity. Since 
then, however, those studies 
have been more or less thor¬ 
oughly debunked by careful 
researchers, notably at the In¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund.Q 



The defection track 



By DAVID BROOKS 
© 2011 New York Times 


Everybody has questions and 
anxieties about our policy in 
Libya. My own position is 
this: I oppose the policy the 
Obama administration has 
described in various public 
statements. 

I support the policy the ad¬ 
ministration is actually ex¬ 
ecuting. 

The policy the administra¬ 
tion publicly describes is 
constricted and implausible. 
The multilateral force would 
try to prevent a humanitar¬ 
ian disaster from the air, but 
then it remains maddeningly 
ambiguous about what would 
happen next: what our goals 
are; what our attitude toward 
the Gadhafi regime is; what 
an exit strategy might be. 
Fortunately, the policy the 
Obama administration is ac¬ 
tually implementing is more 
flexible and thought-through. 
It starts with the same hu¬ 
manitarian purpose. People 
sometimes think of President 
Barack Obama as a cool, hy¬ 


per-rational calculator, but in 
this case he was motivated by 
a noble, open-hearted senti¬ 
ment: that the U.S. cannot sit 
by and watch tens of thou¬ 
sands of people get massacred 
when it has the means to pre¬ 
vent it. 

Obama took this decision, I’m 
told, fully aware that there 
was no political upside while 
there were enormous political 
risks. He took it fully aware 
that we don’t know much 
about Libya. He took it fully 
aware that if he took this ac¬ 
tion he would be partially on 
the hook for Libya’s future. 
But he took it as an Ameri¬ 
can must - motivated by this 
country’s historical role as a 
champion of freedom and hu¬ 
manity and with the aware¬ 
ness that we simply could 
not stand by with Russia and 
China in opposition. 

In this decision, one could see 
the same sensitive, idealis¬ 
tic man who wrote “Dreams 
From My Father.” 

As president, of course, 
one also has to think practi¬ 
cally. The president and the 
secretary of state reached a 
hardheaded conclusion. If 
Moammar Gadhafi is actively 
slaughtering his own people, 
then this endeavor cannot 
end with a cease-fire that al¬ 
lows him to remain in power. 
Regime change is the goal of 
U.S. policy. 

There are three plausible ways 
he might go, which inside the 


administration are sometimes 
known as the Three Ds. They 
are, in ascending order of 
likelihood: Defeat - the rag¬ 
tag rebel army vanquishes 
his army on the battlefield; 
Departure - Gadhafi is per¬ 
suaded to flee the country and 
move to a villa somewhere; 
and Defection - the people 
around Gadhafi decide there 
is no future hitching their 
wagon to his, and, as a result, 
the regime falls apart or is 
overthrown. 

The result is a strategy you 
might call Squeeze and See. 
The multilateral forces ratchet 
up the pressure and watch to 
see what happens. The West¬ 
ern nations are reaching out 
to senior Libyan figures to en¬ 
courage defection (the foreign 
minister has already split, and 
more seem to be coming). 
There is an effort to broadcast 
television signals into Libya 
to rival state TV. 

In the liberated areas, the mul¬ 
tilateral alliance is sending aid 
to build civil society and orga¬ 
nize the political opposition. 
The U.S. is releasing billions 
of confiscated Libyan dollars 
to the opposition to ensure its 
staying power. 

Eric Schmitt had a fabulous 
piece in The Times this week 
detailing what the air assault 
actually involves. It’s not just 
hitting Libyan air defenses. It 
also involves psychological 
warfare inducing Libyan sol¬ 
diers to defect. □ 
























Defending champion Kim in contention at Houston 

Anthony Kim hits out of a bunker on the 15th hole during the second round of the Houston Open PGA Tour golf tournament, Friday, 
April 1, 2011, in Humble, Texas. 

Associated Press 
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The Cricket World Cup trophy 
is placed on the ground before 
a photo call ahead of Satur¬ 
day’s Cricket World Cup final 
match between Sri Lanka and 
India in Mumbai, India, Fri¬ 
day, April 1, 2011. 

Associated Press 

Muralitharan, 
Tendulkar 
in the spotlight 
in the final 

JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 
MUMBAI, India (AP) — I 
this cricket-obsessed coun¬ 
try of 1.2 billion people, 
there’s no bigger celebrity 
than Sachin Tendulkar. 

So when the “Little Mas¬ 
ter” enters his home ground 
for Saturday’s World Cup 
final against Sri Lanka, it’s 
safe to assume the bulk of 
them will be watching. 
That’s a big audience, a 
vast chunk of the world’s 
population. With a clamor 
of desperate fans trying to 
get into the already sold- 
out 33,000-seat venue, 
prices on the black market 
have skyrocketed. It seems 
Continued on Page B2 


No. I -ranked Nad at. No. 
2 Djokovic play for thd_ 
championship 


Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, L, returns to Mardy Fish during a semifinal match at the Sony Ericsson Open tennis tour¬ 
nament in Key Biscayne, Fla., Friday, April 1, 2011. Djokovic won 6-3, 6-1. Rafael Nadal, of Spain, R, returns a ball 
to Roger Federer, of Switzerland, during semifinals action at the Sony Ericsson Open tennis tournament in Key Bis¬ 
cayne, Fla., Friday, April 1, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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India’s captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni, left, and Sri Lanka’s 
captain Kumar Sangakkara pose for a photograph with the 
Cricket World Cup trophy in Mumbai, India, Friday, April 1,2011. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page B1 

everybody in India wants 
to be there in case Sachin 
Tendulkar scores his 100th 
international century and 
India wins its first World 
Cup title in 28 years. 

Even the impartial ICC 
chief executive Haroon 
Lorgat last week conceded 


it would be a “fairytale end¬ 
ing” if Tendulkar reached 
the milestone in a final on 
his home ground. 

Sri Lanka has plenty to play 
for, not least to send Mutti- 
ah Muralitharan into retire¬ 
ment with a second World 
Cup title to go with his re¬ 
cord for wickets in interna¬ 
tional cricket. 


Sri Lanka captain Kumar 
Sangakkara thinks all the 
focus on India will help his 
team. “Playing in front of 
your home crowd adds to 
the excitement, the passion 
and the pride that you feel,” 
Sangakkara warned, “but 
the weight of expectation, 
when you feel that crowd 
looking at you to do every¬ 
thing right, is also tough. 
“Everyone in the world ex¬ 
pects (India) to turn up to¬ 
morrow and win this game.” 
Tendulkar has handled 
pressure throughout his 
two-decade career which 
has helped earn just about 
every batting record avail¬ 
able — but he hasn’t won a 
World Cup in five previous 
attempts. He got close in 
2003, but India lost the fi¬ 
nal by 125 runs to Australia. 
Some critics suggested 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s 
squad might drop the ball 
after all the energy and ex¬ 
citement of beating archri¬ 



val Pakistan in the so-called 
“final before the final” at 
Mohali on Wednesday, 
when the Prime Ministers 
of both countries attended 
and cricket diplomacy took 
the front seat. 

According to Dhoni, there’s 
no chance of that. 

“It is not about quarters or 
semis but the final,” Dhoni 
said Friday, “how you turn 
up on the field and what 
you do. Until that full stop 
... that sentence is not com¬ 
plete.” If India wins the 
title, it will have beaten 
every previous World Cup 
champion along the way, 
including three-time de¬ 
fending champion Australia 
in the quarterfinals. “Every 
match has been a challenge 
for us,” Dhoni said. “In the 
quarterfinals and semifinals 
we had to be at our best. 
Playing Pakistan is always 
tough, especially when you 
come to know about the list 
of guests.” 


Dhoni said his team was 
yet to peak, and was saving 
it for the final. Tendulkar 
has scored two hundreds 
and just missed out another 
with an 85 against Pakistan 
— albeit courtesy of four 
dropped catches from Paki¬ 
stan. Zaheer Khan has been 
the leading seamer in the 
tournament with 19 wickets 
and Harbhajan Singh start¬ 
ed finding his range with 
two key wickets against 
Pakistan. 

The Sri Lankan team con¬ 
tains three of the five lead¬ 
ing scorers in the tourna¬ 
ment, including No. 1 Til- 
lakaratne Dilshan and No. 5 
Upul Tharanga, the opening 
pair. Sangakkara, who bats 
at three, is fourth on the 
runscoring charts for the 
tournament. There is some 
doubt over Muralitharan, 
whether his extensive list of 
niggling injuries will hinder 
him or even prevent him 
from playing. □ 
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Rafa beats Roger 
at Key Riscayne 


STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
KEY BISCAYNE, Florida 
(AP) — Rafael Nadal usu¬ 
ally receives a trophy when 
he beats Roger Federer. This 
time, the reward is a chance to 
play Novak Djokovic in Sun¬ 
day’s final at the Sony Erics¬ 
son Open. 

Nadal advanced with surpris¬ 
ing ease Friday, drubbing an 
erratic Federer 6-3, 6-2. 

The Spaniard never lost serve, 
converted four of five break¬ 
point chances and committed 
only 10 unforced errors to 31 
for Federer. 

The first match in the United 
States in six years between 
Rafa and Roger was a clunker 
instead of a classic, disap¬ 
pointing a capacity crowd that 
tried in vain to inspire a Fe¬ 
derer comeback by chanting 
his name. 

They met before the final 
round for the first time since 
2007 because Federer recent¬ 
ly slipped from second to third 
in the rankings and landed in 
Nadal’s half of the draw. 

Now, the No. 1-ranked Nad¬ 
al and No. 2 Djokovic will 
play for the championship. 
Djokovic won the tournament 
in 2007, while Nadal is seek¬ 
ing his first Key Biscayne 
title. 

Djokovic stretched his win¬ 
ning streak to 25 consecutive 
matches by beating Mardy 
Fish in the other semifinal, 
6-3, 6-1. 

In the women’s final, three¬ 
time Grand Slam champion 
Maria Sharapova seeks her 
first Key Biscayne title Sat¬ 
urday when she plays 2009 
champion Victoria Azarenka. 
Nadal vs. Federer generated 


the buzz of a final, with tick¬ 
ets shortly before the match 
fetching several hundred dol¬ 
lars. 

But Federer came out flat, 
committing four unforced er¬ 
rors to lose serve and fall be¬ 
hind 2-1. 

That was part of a stretch 
where Nadal won 13 of 15 
points to take control. He lost 
only two of 18 points on his 
serve in the first set. 

Federer had trouble coping 
with the velocity of Nadal’s 
groundstrokes, shanking half 
a dozen shots, including one 
to reach match point. 

Then Federer put a tentative 
forehand in the net, and it was 
over after only 75 minutes. 
Nadal improved to 15-8 
against Federer. Nadal is 16-8 
against Djokovic but lost 
when they met in the final at 
Indian Wells two weeks ago. 
That’s one of three titles 
Djokovic has won this year, 
including the Australian 
Open. 

His record of 23-0 in 2011 is 
the best record to begin a year 
since Ivan Lendl started 25-0 
in 1986. 

Even so, Djokovic is claiming 
the role of underdog Sunday. 
“I wouldn’t feel like a favor¬ 
ite,” he said. “For me to win, 
I will be have to be on the top 
of my game.” 

Fish, who earned the No. 1 
American ranking thanks to 
his run this week, hung with 
Djokovic for a while but did 
not convert any of six break 
points. Djokovic erased three 
with aces and another with a 
service winner. 

The Serb’s serve was his big¬ 
gest weakness only a year 
ago, but it’s much-improved 



Rafael Nadal, of Spain, returns a serve from Roger Federer, of Switzerland, during semifinals action 
at the Sony Ericsson Open tennis tournament in Key Biscayne, Fla., Friday, April 1, 2011. 

Associated Press 


since. He has yet to be broken 
in 40 service games at Key 
Biscayne, erasing all 15 break 
points he has faced. 

“I don’t feel invincible,” 
Djokovic said. “I don’t feel 
that I can’t lose on the court. 
What I feel is big confidence. 
What I feel is that I’m playing 
best tennis of my life.” 
Djokovic also is dominating 
long rallies, another reason he 
has lost only 18 games in five 
rounds. 

“He’s moving better than any¬ 
one right now, no doubt about 
it, on a hard court,” Fish said. 
“It’s his playground right 
now.” 

Rain halted the match at 2-2 
for 54 minutes, and Djokovic 
said he found conditions less 
windy and more favorable 
when play resumed. He stuck 
out his chest after he won 
a grueling baseline rally to 
break for a 4-2 lead. 

Fish’s best chance to get back 
in the match came three games 
later, but he failed to put away 
a drive volley on break point 


and Djokovic served out the 
set. “I didn’t win any of the 
big points,” Fish said. “None 
of them. 

I left a lot of shots out there 
today. That’s what’s disap¬ 


pointing.” 

His consolation: He’ll climb 
ahead of fellow American 
Andy Roddick to a career- 
best 11th in next week’s 
rankings. □ 
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Former Houston winners Kim, Wagner contend again 



Chris Kirk reacts after missing a birdie putt on the first hole 
during the second round of the Houston Open PGA Tour golf 
tournament, Friday, April 1, 2011, in Humble, Texas. 

Associated Press 


By CHRIS DUNCAN 
AP Sports Writer 
HUMBLE, Texas - Course 
knowledge matters at the 
Houston Open. 

PGA Tour rookie Chris Kirk 
shot a 3-under 69 on Friday 
to take a one-stroke lead over 
defending champion Anthony 
Kim and 2008 winner John¬ 
son Wagner after two rounds 
at Redstone. 

Kirk was 9-under par, and 
played his last few holes just 
as the wind picked up in the 
afternoon and made scoring 
more difficult. 

Kim and Wagner took advan¬ 


tage of the calm morning con¬ 
ditions and used their back¬ 
ground at the course to move 
into contention. Kim shot a 
64, the lowest round of the 
day, and Wagner had a 67. 
“I’ve got very good feelings 
as soon as I step on the prop¬ 
erty here,” Wagner said. 
Padraig Harrington, first- 
round leader Jimmy Walker 
and Josh Teater were two 
shots back at 7 under. 
Organizers groomed the Tour¬ 
nament Course at Redstone to 
simulate conditions that play¬ 
ers will see at the Masters next 
week, and the set-up lured 


many of the world’s top play¬ 
ers to Houston. 

Phil Mickelson (70) and Lee 
Westwood (72) were part of a 
large group at 4 under and Er¬ 
nie Els (72) and Fred Couples 
(72) were among the players 
at 1 under. 

Kim is trying to become the 
first back-to-back winner of 
the event since Vijay Singh 
won in 2004 and ‘05, the last 
two years it was played at the 
adjacent members’ course. 

The Tournament Course be¬ 
came the host in 2006, and 
Kim has enjoyed almost every 
visit. 

Before he turned pro, Kim 
was the only player to break 
par in winning a collegiate 
event here in 2006. He tied 
for fifth in the Houston Open 
as a tour rookie in 2007 and 
shot three sub-70 rounds last 
year to earn his third career 
victory. 

“It helps, knowing I played 
well before, knowing I made 
a couple putts when it mat¬ 
tered,” he said. “Some shots I 
had are similar, some putts I 
had are very similar, so I try 
to remember those things, and 
play off that.” 

Kim’s 64 was four strokes 
better than his lowest round 
when he won last year. 
Starting on the back nine, Kim 
made six birdies in his first 10 
holes, including chip-ins on 
Nos. 12 and 16. He needed 




Television 

Your gateway to the world of entertainment 
also featuring: 

Top Real Estate/Hotels/Apartments 
Latinos por el mundo 
Away from home 
Tips for tourists 


www.caribbeaninternettelevision.net 


THE BEST ON THE NET 


CIT 

Caribbean Internet 


only 22 putts to equal his low¬ 
est round since January. 

Kim said before the tourna¬ 
ment that his swing needed 
major retooling and that he 
spent several days working 
with coach Adam Schreiber 
on changes. Kim’s gratified 
that the work is already pro¬ 
ducing results. 

“It feels great to have that feel¬ 
ing of confidence and go out 
there, make some good golf 
swings and make a couple of 
putts after that,” Kim said. 
Wagner feels a more emo¬ 
tional connection to Redstone, 
after earning his first tour 
victory here three years ago. 
He needs to win this week to 
qualify for the Masters, but 
says next week’s major has 
hardly crossed his mind. 

A Charlotte resident, Wagner 
ranks the tournament at Quail 
Hollow near his home and the 
Houston event as important as 
any he plays all year. 

“There are a few regular tour 
events that I treat as a major,” 
he said. “Houston and Char¬ 
lotte will always be my two 
favorite events that we play.” 
Kirk has some background 
at Redstone, too. He played 
for Georgia and competed in 
the same collegiate event that 
Kim won in 2006. 

“I think he likes this course,” 
Kirk said. “I shot a bunch of 
74s, or so, nothing very mem¬ 
orable.” 

Kirk, second on the Nation¬ 
wide Tour money list last year, 
birdied two of his last three 


holes to take the outright lead 
and make up for a double bo¬ 
gey on the par-5 4th. 

“I made one bad swing off the 
tee, and it wasn’t even really 
that bad,” Kirk said. “One of 
those things. No matter how 
good you’re playing, that kind 
of stuff happens sometimes.” 
Harrington also ran into trou¬ 
ble, after briefly tying for the 
lead early Friday. He made 
three straight bogeys on his 
back nine to fall back, then 
reached the par-5 8th in two 
shots to set up an eagle to get 
back to 7 under. 

“I just fell asleep there,” said 
Harrington, sporting a beard 
this weekend because he for¬ 
got to pack a razor. “I really 
kind of battened down the 
hatches for the last couple of 
holes, trying to not make too 
many mistakes after I lost my 
way.” 

The average score for the play¬ 
ers who started in the morning 
(71.46) was more than two 
shots better than the average 
for the players who teed off 
later in the day (73.78). 

“As that wind picked up, the 
ground got really firm,” Kirk 
said. “You had to be a little 
more careful, really think your 
way around.” 

Former President George 
H.W. Bush watched the early 
rounds from a golf cart and 
greeted Mickelson and Cou¬ 
ples as they walked off greens. 
Bush regularly attends major 
sporting events in Houston, 
where he lives.Q 
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Canucks beat Kings to 
win Presidents’ Trophy 


NHL Roundup 

VANCOUVER, British Co- 
lumbia (AP) — Christian 
Ehrhoff scored the go-ahead 
goal in the second period and 
the Canucks won their first 
Presidents’ Trophy for the 
NHL’s best record with a 3-1 
victory over the Los Angeles 
Kings on Thursday night. 
Daniel Sedin leveled the 
score with 5 minutes left in 
the second period, then got 
his NHL-leading 100th point 
of the season by setting up 
Ryan Kesler’s goal on a two- 
man advantage with 4:26 re¬ 
maining in the third. 

Roberto Luongo made 18 
saves to help the Canucks win 
their fifth straight game and 
12th in the last 13. 

Vancouver, which is celebrat¬ 
ing its 40th season, has a 
team-record 113 points (52- 
17-9), 11 more than the sec¬ 
ond-place Philadelphia. The 
Flyers, who lost 1-0 to Atlan¬ 


ta, only have five games left 
and can’t catch the Canucks. 
Capitals 4, Blue Jackets 3, OT 
In Washington, Jason Chime¬ 
ra tapped in a rebound 2:30 
into overtime for Washington. 
The Capitals capitalized on a 
3-on-2 rush in the extra pe¬ 
riod, resulting in a shot from 
Brooks Laich that goalie 
Steve Mason couldn’t handle. 
The rebound went right to 
Chimera, who scored to give 
Washington its 12th win in 
March.John Carlson, Mike 
Knuble and Jason Arnott also 
scored for Washington. 

The Capitals reached 101 
points with the win, cross¬ 
ing the 100-point mark for 
the third straight season, and 
moved within a point of Phil¬ 
adelphia for the Eastern Con¬ 
ference lead. 

Thrashers 1, Flyers 0 
At Philadelphia, Chris Mason 
stopped 43 shots for his first 
shutout of the season as At¬ 


lanta beat Philadelphia. 

Nik Antropov scored the 
only goal midway through 
the third period. 

Philadelphia had a chance 
to get the equalizer late in 
the third, but Mason made a 
kick save off his left leg and 
Jeff Carter’s quick rebound 
knocked off the post with 4.7 
seconds left.The Flyers have 
lost five straight at home. 
Lightning 2, Penguins 1 
In Tampa, Florida, Martin St. 
Louis scored his 30th goal 
of the season to help Tampa 
Bay clinch its first playoff 
berth since 2007 with a vic¬ 
tory over Pittsburgh. 

Steve Downie also scored for 
the Lightning, who have won 
three in a row following a 
four-game losing streak. 
Pittsburgh, which had won 
its previous four road games, 
got a goal from Michael 
Rupp. 

Sharks 6, Stars 0 


Bryant scores 28 to lead 
akers over Mavs 109-82 



Dallas Mavericks guard Jose Juan Barea, left, fights for a loose 
ball with Los Angeles Lakers guard Steve Blake, right, and 
forward Matt Barnes during the first half of an NBA basketball 
game in Los Angeles, Thursday, March 31, 2011. 

Associated Press 


NBA Roundup 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

Kobe Bryant scored 28 points 
and Andrew Bynum had 18 
points and 13 rebounds as the 
Los Angeles Lakers defeated 
the Dallas Mavericks 110- 
82 Thursday night in a testy 
game in which five players 
were ejected. The Lakers’ 
Matt Barnes and Steve Blake, 
and the Mavericks’ Jason 
Terry and Brendan Haywood 
were thrown out early in the 
fourth quarter following an 
altercation under the basket. 
Los Angeles’ Shannon Brown 
was later ejected in a separate 
incident. The late skirmish 
didn’t take away from the 
Lakers’ 16th win in 17 games, 
which helped them pull with¬ 
in 2Vi games of slumping San 
Antonio for the NBA’s top 
overall record. 

Dirk Nowitzki had 27 points 
and 13 rebounds for the Mav¬ 


ericks, whose five-game win¬ 
ning streak ended. 

Celtics 107, Spurs 97 
In San Antonio, Raj on Rondo 
had 22 points and 14 assists 


and Paul Pierce scored 21 as 
Boston inched closer to first 
place in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence with a win over San 
Antonio. □ 
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Vancouver Canucks goalie Roberto Luongo (1) keeps his eye on 
the puck during second period NHL hockey action against the Los 
Angeles Kings at Rogers arena in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Thursday, March 31, 2011. Associated Press 


In San Jose, California, Antti 
Niemi made 29 saves for his 
sixth shutout of the season 


and Patrick Marleau scored 
twice as San Jose routed Dal¬ 
las to clinch a playoff spot. 


In other NHL games Toronto 4, Boston 3, SO; N.Y. Island¬ 
ers 6, N.Y. Rangers 2; Atlanta 1, Philadelphia 0; Washington 
4, Columbus 3, OT; Tampa Bay 2, Pittsburgh 1; Ottawa 4, 
Florida 1; Minnesota 4, Edmonton 2; Nashville 3, Colorado 
2; Vancouver 3, Los Angeles 1; and San Jose 6, Dallas 0.Q 
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Possible painkillers 
prevent melanomaP 



Dr. Maryam Asgari 

By Alison McCook 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - New findings 
add to confusion over wheth¬ 
er taking aspirin, ibuprofen or 
related painkillers reduces the 
risk of developing melanoma. 
Animal experiments have 
suggested that the class of 
painkillers known as non¬ 
steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs could play a role in 
preventing melanoma, but a 
large 2008 study failed to find 


any evidence to support this 
possibility. 

Now, a smaller study that 
asked people with melanoma 
and those without the disease 
to recall their use of NSAIDs 
has found that taking these 
drugs - particularly aspirin - 
at least once a week for more 
than 5 years may have offered 
some protection against the 
deadly disease. 

The findings are interesting, 
but should not lead people to 
conclude that popping a few 
painkillers will reduce their 
risk of skin cancer, cautioned 
Dr. Maryam Asgari of Kaiser 
Permanente Northern Califor¬ 
nia and the University of Cali¬ 
fornia San Francisco, who co¬ 
authored the 2008 study. 
NSAIDs - which include as¬ 
pirin, naproxen and ibuprofen 
have side effects, she noted, 
such as stomach bleeding. 
People with a family his¬ 
tory of melanoma are better 
off wearing sunscreen and 
getting regular skin checks 
from a dermatologist, Asgari 
recommended. □ 



In Wales 


Girls to get morning-after gill for free 


LONDON - Women and girls 
as young as 13 in Wales can 
get the morning-after pill free 
without a prescription from 
pharmacies, beginning Friday. 
The legal age of consent for 
sex in Britain is 16, and some 
critics have slammed the poli¬ 
cy as hypocritical and encour¬ 
aging young girls to have sex. 
The initiative is aimed at 
fighting teen pregnancy and 
was first announced last year 
by Welsh Health Minister Ed- 
wina Hart. She said new ways 
were needed for teenage girls 
to get access to emergency 
contraception. Wales has 
some of the highest teen preg¬ 
nancy rates in Britain, which 
in turn has the highest rate 
of teen pregnancy in western 
Europe. The morning-after 

pill contains hormones that 
stop women from becoming 
pregnant if taken within about 
three days of having unpro¬ 
tected sex. It is not suitable 
for women with certain health 
conditions like a history of 
blood clots or liver disease. 
The morning-after pill is al¬ 
ready free to women across 
the U.K. if prescribed by their 
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Welsh young pregnant teenager 


doctor or a sexual health clin¬ 
ic, but Wales is the first region 
to offer the pill for free with¬ 
out a prescription in its more 
than 700 pharmacies, though 
there are similar small-scale 
policies in parts of England 
and Scotland. If bought over 
the counter, the pill typically 
costs about 25 pounds. 

Welsh officials said their plan 
focuses on preventing teen¬ 
age pregnancies by offering 


sex education and condoms 
but that it is also necessary 
to introduce wider use of the 
morning-after pill. “While 
condoms remain the best 
form of contraception, from 
1 April, pharmacists in Wales 
will be able to provide the 
morning after pill to individu¬ 
als and provide discreet coun¬ 
seling and advice on contra¬ 
ceptive use,” said the Welsh 
Assembly government. □ 


After 30 years, war on AIDS at ‘moment of truth’ 



An Indian woman walks past an AIDS awareness poster in 
Bangalore 


By Boris Bachorz 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI - With the war on 
AIDS nearing its 30th anni¬ 
versary, the UN on Thursday 
declared “a moment of truth” 
had come for new strategies 
to address the campaign’s 
failures and brake costs that 
were now unsustainable. 

“We have a unique opportu¬ 
nity to take stock of the prog¬ 
ress and to critically and hon¬ 
estly assess the barriers that 
keep us shackled to a reality 
in which the epidemic contin¬ 
ues to outpace the response,” 
UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon said in a report is¬ 
sued in Nairobi. 

The 30th anniversary of AIDS 
is generally recognized as 
June 5. 

It marks the date in 1981 
when US epidemiologists re¬ 
ported on mysterious cases 
of fatal pneumonia among 
young gays. In 1983, French 
scientists pinned the cause 


on a new pathogen, the hu¬ 
man immunodeficiency virus, 
which destroyed the immune 
system in heterosexuals and 
homosexuals alike. 

“AIDS has claimed more than 
25 million lives and more 
than 60 million people have 
become infected with HIV,” 
Ban said in his progress report 
on the disease. 

“Each day, more than 7,000 


people are newly infected 
with the virus, including 
1,000 children. No country 
has escaped the devastation of 
this truly global epidemic.” 
Ban said there had been many 
pluses over the past three de¬ 
cades, notably getting AIDS 
drugs to more than six million 
badly-infected people in poor 
countries. 

But at this point, “the HIV 


response faces a moment of 
truth,” he said. 

Among the problems he high¬ 
lighted was “a wholly unsus¬ 
tainable” rise in costs and a 
flatlining in resources, which 
have remained at under 16 
billion dollars a year since 
late 2007. 

More and more people are 
becoming infected, which 
means they will eventually 
join the numbers of patients 
who eventually need AIDS 
drugs, a treatment that has to 
be taken daily for the rest of 
one’s life. 

Ban spelt out ways by which 
countries could meet a target 
set last December 1 on World 
AIDS Day, of “zero new in¬ 
fections, zero discrimina¬ 
tion and zero AIDS-related 
deaths” by 2015. 

“Of course progress has been 
frustratingly taking a long 
time,” he admitted at a press 
conference. 

But, he added, “I am sure that 


by 2015 we will have a much 
greater progress in our com¬ 
mon efforts in fighting against 
HIV.” 

He called on member states 
to carry out a “prevention 
revolution,” in which member 
states would commit to reduc¬ 
ing sexual transmission of 
HIV by 50 percent by 2015. 
Approaches should include 
new methods that have been 
validated by science, such 
as the use of male circumci¬ 
sion, which reduces the risk 
of female-to-male infection 
by around 60 percent. 

In the past two years, more 
than 200,000 men have been 
circumcised in 13 countries 
with a high prevalence of the 
HIV. 

In the pipeline are promising 
trials involving a vaginal mi- 
crobicide, to help women fend 
off HIV infection, and the use 
of AIDS drugs as a prevention 
against the virus, rather than 
treatment for it. □ 
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April Fools’ Day noted online with spoof redesigns 



By JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK - The online 
world got an April Fools’ Day 
makeover as YouTube rolled 
out 1911 viral videos and 
the Huffington Post put up a 
mock pay wall. 

Lighthearted pranks are an 
annual Web tradition on April 
Fools’ Day, with jokey rede¬ 
signs and parody products. 
Comedy video website Funny 
or Die, which last year be¬ 
came “Bieber or Die,” turned 
into “Friday or Die.” The 
site’s home page was taken 
over by teenage viral video 
star Rebecca Black, complete 
with “Behind the Music”- 
style featurettes on her song 
“Friday.” Escape was futile: 
Even pressing “back” in one’s 
browser only added Black’s 
lyrics to the address bar. 
Google, always one of the 
most ardent April Fools’ Day 
celebrators, launched “Gmail 
Motion,” which allows users 
to mime directions to their 
email. Google also played a 
trick on typeface fans, claim¬ 
ing that after extensive re¬ 
search, it would on Monday 
make Comic Sans the default 
font across all Google prod¬ 
ucts. Search the more beloved 
“Helvetica” on Google, and 
results come in the less es¬ 
teemed Comic Sans. 

YouTube remade viral videos 
like the Annoying Orange and 
the Keyboard Cat in scratchy 
black-and-white silent clips, 
purportedly from 1911. (Key¬ 
board Cat became Flugelhom 
Feline.) Hulu took a similar 
approach, dating their video 
repository to the Web’s dial¬ 
up days of 1996, and fittingly 
promoting then-contemporary 
shows like “The X-Files” and 
“News Radio.” 

The Huffington Post present¬ 
ed one of the most pointed 
gags in erecting a fake New 
York Times-style pay wall, 
but only to employees of the 
Times. It follows the Times’ 
recent, much-watched shift 
to charging readers for digital 
subscriptions. 

In a blog post, Arianna Huff¬ 
ington outlined the specifics 
of the pay wall, including 
that only the first six letters of 
each word could be read at no 
charge. 


The HuffPost joke hints at a 
growing feud between the two 
media outlets. Times execu¬ 
tive editor Bill Keller recently 
wrote a column critical of 
news aggregators, in which he 
specifically cited the Huffing¬ 
ton Post (recently purchased 
byAOL). 

Eileen Murphy, a spokes¬ 
woman for the Times, said the 
HuffPost spoof was “funny, 
but it was funny the first time 
around.” Murphy noted that 
the political science blog The 
Monkey Cage already did a 
very similar mock pay wall 
— in which it said it would 
charge Times employees for 
access — on March 20. 

“It seems that the HuffPo 
even aggregates their quips,” 


DANIEL ESTRIN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — A 
Harvard-educated Israeli 
businessman is teaming with 
some of the world’s leading 
business technology compa¬ 
nies in what they say is the 
first investment fund for Pal¬ 
estinian high-tech startups. 
Yadin Kaufmann, who in¬ 
vested in Israeli startups that 
gave the world the USB flash 
drive and satellite communi¬ 
cations systems, and Pales¬ 
tinian software entrepreneur 
Saed Nashef recruited an ini¬ 
tial $28.7 million from com¬ 
panies like Google Inc. and 
Cisco Systems Inc. They said 
their aim is to boost the West 
Bank’s community of soft¬ 
ware entrepreneurs and build 
a robust economy for an even¬ 
tual independent state. 

“It’s not a political statement,” 
the U.S.-born Kaufmann said 
Thursday. “It’s an interest¬ 
ing business opportunity and 
an opportunity to participate 
in the creation of something 
very important ... we’re all 
interested in seeing a knowl¬ 
edge-based economy develop 
in Palestine.” 

The Sadara Fund, also called 
the Middle East Venture Capi¬ 
tal Fund, boasts a list of high- 
profile backers, including the 
EU’s European Investment 
Bank and an investment fund 
of billionaire George Soros. 


Murphy said. 

There were further media 
machinations in other April 
Fools’jokes, too. 

Cable network Animal Planet 
sent out a joke press release 
announcing a deal for the fa¬ 
mous escaped Bronx Zoo co¬ 
bra — news that some outlets 
reported earnestly. Grace Su- 
riel, a spokeswoman for the 
network, said it was merely 
“wishful thinking” if anyone 
took the release seriously. 
Most of the April Fools’ 
pranks were harmless, though. 
The business-centric social 
networking hub Linkedln of¬ 
fered unusual connections in 
its “people you may know” 
section, including Groucho 
Marx and Albert Einstein. 


The fund, set to be launched 
next week, intends to invest 
its $28.7 million in about a 
dozen companies over the 
next five years. 

It’s a modest sum by inter¬ 
national venture capital stan¬ 
dards, but Kaufmann said it’s 
almost identical to the amount 
of money that Israel’s first 
venture capital fund, Athena, 
began with in the late 1980s. 
Since then, Israel has gained 
an international reputation 
for its start-up culture, creat¬ 
ing technologies like Internet 
telephony and instant messag¬ 
ing. 

Many Palestinian high-tech 
entrepreneurs have been 
learning from their Israeli 
counterparts. Some Israeli- 
based tech companies have 
broken the political and cul¬ 
tural barrier and begun doing 


Kodak debuted a “Relation- 
shiffft” app to quickly re¬ 
move ex-boyfriends and ex¬ 
girlfriends from photos and 
videos. The consumer review 
website Yelp announced a new 


business with Palestinian en¬ 
gineers. 

The Israeli branches of Cisco, 
Microsoft Corp. and Intel 
Corp. have all begun to out¬ 
source work to Palestinians, 
according to Mercy Corps, 
an aid group working to forge 
Israeli-Palestinian high-tech 
ventures. 

Nashef, who spent nearly 20 
years working at Microsoft 
and other software companies 
in the U.S., said the startups 
they choose to fund will ben¬ 
efit from their proximity to 
Israeli companies. 

“When you have something 
available to you next door in 
Israel — partnership deals, 
exit opportunities — why go 
halfway around the world to 
do it?” Nashef asked. “We’ll 
be able to open those doors.” 
Nashef said the Palestinian 


deal: monthly puppy rentals. 
The software developer Atlas- 
sian launched its own version 
of the enormously popular 
mobile game Angry Birds: 
“Angry Nerds.’Q 


territories are proving them¬ 
selves a breeding ground for 
technology entrepreneurs. Ac¬ 
cording to the Sadara Fund, 
there are about 300 new high- 
tech companies and more 
than 2,000 engineering and 
technology students graduates 
each year. 

It’s also a good investment 
opportunity, he said. Salaries 
in the West Bank are low, in 
comparison to Israel and the 
West, but workers are talent¬ 
ed, and the high-tech market 
in the Middle East is boom¬ 
ing. 

Nashef said Palestinian entre¬ 
preneurs today are developing 
all kinds of innovative prod¬ 
ucts, from Twitter-like social 
media platforms to voice-de¬ 
livered online advertisements. 
The fund has not yet an¬ 
nounced which companies it 
will support. Fund managers 
are evaluating potential in¬ 
vestments in Palestinian start¬ 
ups that are developing mo¬ 
bile phone applications, social 
media and software. □ 



Israeli-Palestinian duo opens West Bank VC fund 



With a section of Israel’s separation barrier in the background, 
bulldozers, foreground, work at a construction site in the east Je¬ 
rusalem neighborhood of Pisgat Zeev, Tuesday, March 29, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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Nasdaq joins in 
global merger fray 
in bid for NYSE 



In this March 15,2011 photo, a curved seven story video billboard 
is an iconic feature of the NASDAQ Stock Market site building in 
Times Square, New York. 

Associated Press 

PALLAVI GOGOI 
AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Instead of fighting the NYSE, Nasdaq 
wants to own it. 

Nasdaq OMX Group Inc. and another U.S.-based market, the 
IntercontinentalExchange Inc., submitted a joint $11.3 billion 
bid Friday for NYSE Euronext, the parent company of the New 
York Stock Exchange. The offer, which was expected, raises 
the possibility of a bidding war for the NYSE with Deutsche 
Boerse. NYSE agreed to a $10 billion deal with the German 
exchange operator in February. The dueling bids for the NYSE 
show how intense the competition for trading in stocks, options 
and other investments has become. Though mergers between 
exchanges have little, if any, impact on small investors, they are 
a means for survival for these markets. Technology has driven 
down the cost of trading to almost nothing. Newer, smaller and 
more high-tech companies like the BATS Exchange and Direct 
Edge have emerged to give investors the opportunity to find the 
best price for a security in milliseconds. That has taken business 
away from institutions like the NYSE and Nasdaq. 

“We’re in the midst of a pretty fundamental reshaping of the 
way people trade stocks, bonds and derivatives,” said Ken¬ 
neth B. Marlin, managing partner at Marlin & Associates, a 
boutique investment bank that’s done merger related work 
with exchanges. “This bid is a recognition that they are riding 
a powerful wave of change.” Moreover, stocks are becoming 
a smaller part of the trading business. Exchanges are making 
more of their money from options and the complex investments 
known as derviatives. In response, the world’s major exchanges 
have been combining with one another. In February, the London 
Stock Exchange and the parent company of the Toronto Stock 
Exchange announced a $2.9 billion merger, and the Singapore 
Exchange and Australia’s ASX revised its own $8.3 billion 
merger plan. The NYSE is itself a combination of several ex¬ 
changes including those in Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam and Lis¬ 
bon. Nasdaq OMX owns exchanges in Scandinavia as well as 
the Nasdaq Stock market. There is some irony in a Nasdaq bid 
for the NYSE — Nasdaq once expected to defeat the company 
that it now wants to own. The two have a contentious rivalry 
that extends to 1971, the year that stocks began trading on the 
Nasdaq. Just last year, after the May 6 “flash crash” that sent 
stocks plunging, Nasdaq CEO Robert Greifield blamed NYSE 
for halting trades on a half dozen stocks and said that action had 
intensified the selling. □ 



BUSINESS ! 89 


Saturday, April 2, 2011 






Dividends come roaring back in 2011 


DAVID K. RANDALL 
RACHEL BECK 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
companies increased their 
dividends by a record amount 
in the first quarter. 

Since the start of the year, 
117 companies in the Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s 500 index said 
they would raise or start pay¬ 
ing dividends. That amounts 
to a record increase of $16.6 
billion, according to Howard 
Silverblatt, senior index ana¬ 
lyst at S&P. Just 78 compa¬ 
nies raised their dividends in 
the same period a year ago. 
The surge in dividends re¬ 
flects a turning point in the 
long recovery from the fi¬ 
nancial meltdown in 2008. 
In the months that followed, 
companies were frozen by 
fear. In many cases, the an¬ 
swer was to slash or eliminate 
dividends and do what many 
Americans did: put cash in the 
bank and sit on it. As a result, 
U.S. companies have amassed 
a record $940 billion in cash. 
But now the economy is re¬ 
covering, profits are rising 
and investors are demanding 
something for their patience. 
The easiest way to keep in¬ 
vestors happy, besides a ris¬ 
ing share price, is to restore 
or raise dividends. JPMorgan 
Chase & Co., for example, is 
increasing its dividend by a 
record $3.1 billion. 

Even companies that have 
long resisted dividends are in¬ 
stituting them. Cisco Systems 
Inc. said it would begin pay¬ 
ing shareholders $1.3 billion 
per year, a record amount for 
a first-time dividend payer. 
“The fact that dividends are 
increasing is a clear signal that 
the economy and businesses 
worldwide are on a much 
firmer footing than a few 
years ago,” said Kent Croft, 
the manager of the $421 mil¬ 
lion Croft Value Fund. 


This file photo made Jan. 6, 2010, shows John Chambers, CEO of Cisco Systems Inc., in Las Vegas. There are 
117 companies in Standard & Poor’s 500 index that have announced since the start of 2011 they will raise their 
dividends, up from 78 increases in the same period last year, according to Howard Silverblatt, senior index 
analyst at S&P. 

Associated Press 

es focused on consumer products 
had the most dividend increases dur¬ 
ing the quarter. Among those raising 


Here is more evidence of the 
dividend boom: 

— Financial companies raised 
dividends by $7 billion, ac¬ 
counting for 42 percent of all 
S&P 500 dividend increases. 
That came after the Federal 
Reserve announced March 18 
it would allow some banks to 
raise dividends if they passed 
certain “stress tests.” JPMor¬ 
gan, Wells Fargo & Co. and 
State Street were among those 
that increased their dividends 
for the first time since the fi¬ 
nancial crisis. Citigroup Inc. 
reinstated its dividend. 

— Ten S&P 500 companies 
announced during the first 
quarter that they would begin 
paying dividends. That’s the 
most for any three-month pe¬ 
riod since at least 2003, when 
Silverblatt began collecting 
data. Besides Cisco, discount 
department store Kohl’s and 
health benefits company 
WellPoint also became first¬ 


time dividend payers. 

— Besides financials, indus¬ 
trial companies and business- 


their dividends: cruise op¬ 
erator Carnival Corp., retailer 
Limited Brands and manufac¬ 
turer Eaton Corp. 

A strong recovery in divi¬ 
dends hasn’t make up for 
the losses sustained since 
the financial crisis. The total 
amount of money that large 
U.S. companies are paying 
in dividends is still running 
about 13 percent below the 
peak in mid-2008. 

Some of the companies that 
have raised dividends aren’t 
back to where they were be¬ 
fore the recession. That is 
particularly true for banks 
and other financial services 
companies. Their dividend 
yield, which measures how 
much cash is being paid per 
share, runs around 1.41 per¬ 
cent today, far below the 3.32 
percent yield in 2007. 
JPMorgan raised its an¬ 
nual dividend sharply, from 
20 cents per share to $1 per 
share. That’s still well below 
the $1.52 a share it paid in 
2008.□ 


BY MAE ANDERSON 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Sev¬ 
eral bidders are set to duke 
it out for Blockbuster Inc. 
at a bankruptcy auction in 
New York on Monday. They 
reportedly include Dish Net¬ 
work Corp. and billionaire in¬ 
vestor Carl Icahn. The movie- 
rental chain has received sev¬ 
eral bids other than the open¬ 
ing bid of $290 million from 
a group of debtholders made 
in February. Blockbuster filed 
for bankruptcy protection in 
September. 

Dish and Icahn have each sub¬ 
mitted a bid, The Wall Street 
Journal reported Friday, cit¬ 
ing anonymous sources famil¬ 
iar with the matter. Dish Net¬ 
work declined to comment. 
Icahn could not immediately 
be reached for comment. Jay 
Indyke, attorney for the com¬ 
mittee of unsecured creditors, 
says several bids had come in 
but did not specify who they 
are from. 

Icahn has been expected to 
make a bid. He was part of the 
group of debtholders that pro¬ 
vided Blockbuster financing 
to operate while in bankruptcy 
in September. Everyone in 
that group, except for Icahn, 
made an opening bid in Feb¬ 
ruary, known as a “stalking 


In this March 2, 2011 photo, signs at a Blockbuster store in Chi¬ 
cago are displayed. A judge Thursday, March 10, is set to rule 
on whether movie-rental chain Blockbuster Inc., operating under 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection can sell itself to a group of in¬ 
vestors or will be forced to liquidate. 

Associated Press 


horse” bid, to buy Blockbuster 
for $290 million. Blockbuster 
used to dominate the U.S. 
movie rental business. 

But it lost money for years as 
that business declined because 
customers shifted to Netflix 
Inc., video on demand and 
DVD rental kiosks. 
Prospective bidders are ei¬ 
ther after Blockbuster’s as¬ 
sets, such as its name, kiosks 
and movie-download service. 


or the money they can make 
from liquidating the brand, 
analysts said. 

“The prospective bidders 
would have to believe that 
they can generate sufficient 
cash to provide payback plus 
a return on their investment,” 
said Wedbush analyst Michael 
Pachter. “I am skeptical that 
a sale will occur at a price 
higher than was offered a few 
weeks ago.’Q 


Oil tops $108 a barrel as jobless rate falls 


CHRIS KAHN 
AP Energy Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Oil prices hit a new 
30-month high on Friday after the world’s 
top two oil consumers, the U.S. and Chi¬ 
na, issued positive economic reports that 
pointed to increased demand. The U.S. said 
its economy added 216,000 new jobs last 
month and the unemployment rate dropped 
to 8.8 percent, a two-year low. 

Adding jobs tends to push oil prices high¬ 
er since it implies that more workers will 
fill their tanks for the daily commute and 
businesses will step up demand for oil and 
gasoline. In China, the government reported 
growing demand for autos and machinery 
as its manufacturing sector got stronger. 
Benchmark crude for May delivery rose 
$1.22 to settle at $107.94 per barrel on the 


New York Mercantile Exchange. The price 
climbed as high as $108.05 per barrel at one 
point. Oil hasn’t been that high since Sep¬ 
tember 2008. In London, Brent crude added 
$1.21 to settle at $118.41 per barrel on the 
ICE Futures exchange. A stronger dollar 
kept prices from soaring earlier in the day, 
but it weakened by afternoon. 

Oil is traded in dollars and a stronger dollar 
makes crude more expensive for investors 
holding other currencies. “The jobs number 
looked so good,” analyst and trader Jim Rit- 
terbusch said. “Then everyone looked at the 
dollar” and wondered how it would affect 
demand in China and other emerging mar¬ 
kets. China is the world’s second largest oil 
consumer behind the U.S. 

“It’s a very nervous market environment 
right now,” Ritterbusch said, nrest contin¬ 
ued across North Africa and the Middle 


East, keeping concerns about global supply 
interruptions on the front burner for many 
traders. As rebels fought with pro-Gadhafi 
forces in Libya, thousands of anti-govern¬ 
ment protesters rallied in Syria, Yemen and 
Jordan. 

Although Libya’s exports of 1.6 million 
barrels a day — about 2 percent of world 
supply — have been halted, Saudi Arabia 
has stepped in to help cover that shortfall 
with increased production. Oil continues to 
flow from other OPEC nations in the region. 
Meanwhile, U.S. gas pump prices rose by 
more than a penny on Friday to a national 
average of $3,619 per gallon (96 cents a 
liter), according to AAA, Wright Express 
and Oil Price Information Service. Gasoline 
prices are at the highest levels ever for this 
time of year. They’ve soared 81.6 cents a 
gallon since a year ago.Q 
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Customer Daniel Dona looks at his receipt for $61.70 for about 
15 gallons at a Shell gas station in Menlo Park, Calif., Thurs¬ 
day, March 31, 2011. Oil prices rose above $107 a barrel Fri¬ 
day, April 1, 2011, in Asia as investors worried a prolonged 
civil conflict in Libya will keep the OPEC nation’s crude ex¬ 
ports off the market longer than expected. 

Associated Press 


Report: Dish, Icahn join 
bidding for Blockbuster 
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Sheen kicks off 20-city 
tour Sat. night in Detroit 


The marquee of the Fox Theater is shown in Detroit, Friday, 
April 1, 2011. Actor Charlie Sheen’s 20-city road show, called 
6 My Violent Torpedo of Truth/Defeat is Not an Option,’ kicks off 
Saturday night at the theater in Detroit. 


By MIKE HOUSEHOLDER 
Associated Press 
DETROIT - Charlie Sheen 
has been, duh, winning in the 
showbiz world for years, star¬ 
ring in top-grossing movies 
and hit TV shows. He even 
wrote a book of poetry 20 
years ago. Now, the 45-year- 
old warlock is coming to a 
theater near you in an attempt 
to cast a spell on the world of 
live entertainment. 

A month-long, 20-city Sheen 
road show kicks off in De¬ 
troit, where he’s expected to 
well, it’s not entirely clear 
what he’s going to do. 

Few details have emerged 
about the format of his pro¬ 
posed performances, al¬ 
though the unemployed actor 
did say during an appearance 
on WKQI-FM in Detroit that 
rapper Snoop Dogg will be at 


the historic Fox Theatre . 

And a former porn actress is 
one of two women whom he 
selected to sing the national 
anthem. “Detroit, you’ve been 
warned,” Sheen said during 
the radio interview. 

Publicist Larry Solters hasn’t 
said what the show entails, 
and a message seeking com¬ 
ment was left on Friday with 
Karen Cullen, a spokeswom¬ 
an for Ilitch Holdings Inc. 
Olympia Entertainment, a 
subsidiary of Ilitch Holdings, 
operates the Fox Theatre. 
Sheen, the son of actor Martin 
Sheen and brother of actor/ 
director Emilio Estevez, rock¬ 
eted to stardom in the 1980s 
thanks to a series of memo¬ 
rable roles in major films in¬ 
cluding “Wall Street,” “Pla¬ 
toon,” “Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off’ and “Major League.” □ 
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Prince admits pre-wedding nerves 


ANGLESEY, United King¬ 
dom- William, who will mar¬ 
ry long-time girlfriend Mid¬ 
dleton on April 29 at West¬ 
minster Abbey, confessed that 
Britain’s biggest royal wed¬ 
ding for 30 years would be 
“quite a daunting prospect.” 
Meanwhile royal officials 
confirmed the second-in-line 
to the throne would not re¬ 
ceive a wedding ring during 
the ceremony, nor would he 
wear one afterwards, in what 
a spokeswoman said was a 
“personal choice by the cou¬ 
ple.” “After the engagement 
Her Majesty the Queen gave 
Prince William some gold to 
make a wedding ring. In ac¬ 
cordance with the couple’s 
wishes Miss Middleton will 
wear a ring. The ring will be 
from Prince William,” she 
said. 

The wedding is the biggest 
royal event since William’s 
parents, Prince Charles and 
Diana, married in 1980 and 
the prince admitted he was 
nervous about “the whole 
thing”.“I was telling everyone 
I did the rehearsal the other 
day and my knees started tap- 


Prince William(L) greets Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II and Prince 
Philip(R) during a visit to RAF Valley in Anglesey, Wales. Prince 
William has admitted to being so nervous in a rehearsal for his 
wedding to Kate Middleton later this month that his knees were 
knocking together, in an interview published Friday. 


ping quite nervously,” he said. 
“It’s quite a daunting pros¬ 
pect but very exciting and I’m 
thoroughly looking forward 
to it but there’s still a lot of 
planning to be done in the last 
four weeks.” 

On Friday, the prince showed 
his grandmother Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth II around the Royal 
Air Force base in Anglesey, 
Wales, where he is based as a 


search and rescue helicopter 
pilot. 

“I was worried your hat would 
blow off,” the 28-year-old 
prince told her, after strong 
winds almost dislodged the 
queen’s claret-coloured hat. 
William showed the queen 
and his grandfather Prince 
Philip around an RAF Sea 
King helicopter for their first 
glimpse of his working life.Q 


In Spain 

Camilla gets taste of flamenco 

SEVILLE, Spain - Camilla, 
the wife of Prince Charles, on 
Friday watched a performance 
of fiery Spanish flamenco as 
the British royal couple vis¬ 
ited the historic Moorish city 
of Seville on the last full day 
of their visit to Spain. 

Charles and Camilla were met 
in the city by the president 
of the southern Andalucia 
region, Jose Antonio Grinan 
Martinez, at the 17th century 
San Telmo Palace, the region¬ 
al seat of government. 

Charles, wearing a grey dou¬ 
ble-breasted suit, and Camil¬ 
la, in a green floral print dress 
and carrying a white parasol 
against the hot sun, greeted 
some of the dozens of people 
who had gathered to see them. 

They travelled by tram to the 
city hall where they met the 
mayor of Seville, Alfredo 
Sanchez Monteseirin, and dis¬ 
cussed some of his “initiatives 
and progress towards making 
Seville a more sustainable 


Camilla, wife of Britain’s Prince Charles and the Duchess of 
Alba(R) watch flamenco dancer Cristina Hoyos(L) perform in 
Seville, Spain. 


city,” the British embassy in 
Madrid said in a statement. 
The heir to the British throne, 
62, and his wife, 63, later vis¬ 
ited the city’s Gothic cathe¬ 
dral and the Alcazar palace, 
which was originally a Moor¬ 
ish fort. 

Camilla also visited Seville’s 
Flamenco Museum, where 
she joined a 70-strong audi¬ 


ence to watch a performance 
of the typically Spanish high- 
octane form of song, music 
and dance. 

Seville, in southwestern 
Spain, is a popular tourist 
destination in part due to the 
Moorish and Gothic archi¬ 
tecture of its historic centre, 
a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.Q 
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■JOLLY PIRATES' 


SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30-2pm $56pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 3-6pm only $38pp 
Shorter version of morning 
cruise same stops Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 



Actor Jackie Chan performs at a charity concert in Hong Kong 
and he other Asian stars manage to raise over HK$25 million for 
disaster-hit Japan. 


Jackie Chan raises 
money for Japan 

HONG KONG - Action hero Jackie Chan and other Asian 
stars raised over HK$25 million at a charity concert Friday in 
Hong Kong for disaster-hit Japan, where over 28,000 are dead 
or missing. 

“We’re here to tell the people of Japan you’re not alone,” said 
Chan, one of the initiators of the celebrity concert. 

“Don’t give up, hang in there.” 

A massive 9.0-earthquake and tsunami hit Japan on March 11, 
devastating large areas of the northeast coast and leading to an 
ongoing nuclear emergency at a crippled atomic plant. 

“They have a long to recovery ahead of them, but I hope they can 
stay strong and positive,” said Chan, who personally donated 
HK$4 million to cover the production costs of the concert so 
that the proceeds could go to quake victims. 

“We’re here to help in whatever way we can,” he added. 

“I thank the people of Hong Kong they have shown tremendous 
generosity.” 

The veteran movie star was joined by performers from Taiwan, 
China, Japan, South Korea and Indonesia for the three-hour 
show in the city’s bustling Causeway Bay district, where stars 
performed songs interspersed with video footage of the quake. 
The event featured a theme song called “Succumb not to 
sorrow”, based on a popular Japanese poem that praises the 
tenacity of Japan’s people in the face of hardship. 

Over 10,000 people attended the show, at which over 170 
celebrities performed in aid of the Salvation Army’s Japan relief 
efforts all of them wearing white T-shirts carrying the words 
“Hope for Japan”. 

US pop star Lionel Richie and musician Kenny G appeared in 
video clips shown during the concert urging the people of Japan 
to stay strong. Members of the audience were expected to make 
a minimum donation of HK$20 each. □ 


Author peels back curtain 

Cold War In Caribbean released 


ByARIAN SMEDLEY 
Associated Press 

“Red Heat: Conspiracy, Murder, and the Cold 
War in the Caribbean” by Alex von Tunzel- 
mann: “George W. Bush’s War on Terror was 
not the first time the United States declared war 
on an idea,” writes Alex von Tunzelmann in 
her latest historical narrative, “Red Heat: Con¬ 
spiracy, Murder, and the Cold War in the Carib¬ 
bean.” In the 1950s, it was the perceived threat 
posed by communism that obsessed many U.S. 
officials and empowered the Soviet Union, she 
writes. 

The conflict between the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union didn’t end with the Cuban missile crisis 
in October 1962. It started long before and con¬ 
tinued long after, largely in secret. 

Ultimately, the author writes, the United States’ 
sense of security depended on whether Carib¬ 
bean leaders were pro-American. Pro-Ameri¬ 
can became synonymous with anti-communist 
and pro-communist meant anti-American. The 
Caribbean was in crisis during the presidencies 
of Dwight Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy and 
Lyndon B. Johnson, and U.S. foreign policy 
was implemented accordingly. This included 
supporting right-wing dictators Rafael Trujillo 
in the Dominican Republic and Francois “Papa 
Doc” Duvalier in Haiti, and suppressing Cuba’s 
left-leaning nationalist, Fidel Castro. 

Von Tunzelmann writes that Castro attempted 
to join forces with the U.S. government sev¬ 
eral times during the Cuban revolution, but the 
C.I.A.’s secret war against him forced Castro to 
seek allegiance with the Soviets. 

The author’s editorial comments make for an 
interesting read, but they sometimes get in the 
way of the story. She does make points that 
aren’t hard to agree with like the inherent 
hypocrisy of the U.S. intervening in Cuba to 
protect against the potential danger of commu¬ 
nism while ignoring human rights violations in 
neighboring nations. 

Von Tunzelmann brings to life what it was like 
to be on the streets of Havana after the Cuban 
rebels led by Castro successfully toppled dicta¬ 
tor Fulgencio Batista in late 1958. 

The reader senses the dread felt by the women 
and children taken deep in the forests of Port- 
au-Prince, Haiti, where they were tortured and 
killed in 1964 for being related to members of 



In this book cover image released by Henry Holt, 
‘Red Heat: Conspiracy, Murder, and the Cold 
War in the Caribbean,’ by Alex von Tunzelmann, 
is shown. 

an opposition group. 

Readers are also transported to Air Force One 
with Johnson, who had boarded in Dallas as 
vice president and deplaned as president in 
Washington in the hours after JFK’s assassina¬ 
tion on Nov. 22, 1963. 

At points in the book, “Red Heat” is so bizarre, 
you may not believe what you’re reading, and 
at times, the story is so horrifying, you may be 
brought to tears.Q 
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m\ comics 





Mutts 




Blondie 




Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 



Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 4 /° 2 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 


(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 



ACROSS 

1 “Keep your _ 
up!” words of 
encouragement 
5 Jeweled crown 
10 Folktale 

14 Helper 

15 Stopped 

16 Dubuque, _ 

17 Entreaty 

18 Desert roamer 

19 Dermatologist’s 
concern 

20 Great joy 

22 Street with only 
one way in and 
out 

24 Slip up 

25 Rudely brief 

26 Lower in rank 

29 Pronoun 

30 Stitched 
joinings 

34 _ and pepper 

35 Goal 

36 Reckless 

37 “Murder, _ 
Wrote” 

38 Exhibition 

40 Soil-turning tool 

41 Tongue-lashing 

43 Long, long time 

44 Swiss capital 

45 Caption 

46 Expert 

47 Place firmly 

48 Book of maps 

50 In favor of 

51 Capital of 
Wisconsin 

54 Became juicy 
and ready to be 
eaten 

58 Wicked 

59 Rustic home 

61 Bird of peace 

62 _ or less 

63 Entertain 

64 Microwave _ 

65 Had debts 

66 Beer 

67 Quite a few 

DOWN 

1 Superman’s 
cloak 

2 Mound 

3 Thought 


4 Most orderly 

5 Singing voice 

6 Privy to 

7 Four-star naval 
officer: abbr. 

8 Library patron 

9 Puff snake 

10 Sin 

11 Pair of oxen 

12 Look-alike 

13 By 
manually 

21 Anger 

23 Analyze ore 

25 Problems for 
hotheads 

26 Valuable item 

27 Member of a 
religion that 
started in Iran 

28 Watchful 

29 Belonging to 
that guy 

31 Cramps 

32 Native New 
Zealander 

33 Used up 

35 Feel sick 

36 Fellow 


38 Songs for two 

39 British restroom 
42 Swung the 

arms wildly 
44 Tedium 

46 _ Canal 

47 Burst 
49 Of the 

neighborhood 


50 Less coarse 

51 Short note 

52 Declare openly 

53 Urgent 

54 Go skyward 

55 _ Scotia 

56 Smooth; level 

57 Say “no” to 

60 Gnat or cricket 


©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Services & Classifieds 


Affordable 

and 

Effective 


US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) for 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classifieds@arubatoday.com Credit Cards Acceptahle. We would he happy to email you our credit card form. 


Far sale 

At Casa del Mar Resort 
2 bedroom timeshare with 
balcony 4th floor ocean 
view wk 14+15 
$27,500 for both wks. 
e-mail: swuff@charter.net 
Phone: 8106293188 
USA 

190738 


FOR SALE 
Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum plus Presidents wk 7 
(one of the most desirable 
wks) 2 bedroom ocean view 
villa sleeps 8 

Marriott currently selling this 
wk for $67,000. My sale price 
$35,000 

E-mail: amqacp@optonline.net 

or call 516-458-8019 

190629 


Official: Quake, tsunami 
could cost Japan $300 billion 



A destroyed building following the massive earthquake and tsunami in Onagawa, Miyagi prefecture on March 30, 2011 


This month's catastrophic quake and tsunami 
could cost Japan's government in excess of 25 
trillion yen ($300 billion), an official said 
Thursday. 

Deputy Finance Minister Mitsuru Sakurai told 
reporters that authorities are currently planning a 
supplemental budget, in an effort to immediately 
inject money and resources into the hardest hit 
areas outside of the standard annual budget process. 
He said that the cost of that bill alone could top 10 
trillion yen. 

Meanwhile, officials are also trying to grasp the 
overall economic impact of the disaster — as well as 
how much money the national government will put 
toward reconstruction efforts. Right now, Sakurai 
said the estimates range from 16 trillion to 25 
trillion yen. 

"(But) we might have to consider to put more 
money in," he said. 

Japan disaster will cost 'whole world’ 

RELATED TOPICS 

* Earthquakes 

This is all in response to a devastating March 11 
disaster that rocked northeastern Japan, at a steep 
financial and human cost. 

As of Thursday afternoon, 11,438 were confirmed 
dead from the March 11 earthquake and subsequent 
tsunami, according to Japan's National Police 
Agency. There are 16,541 missing and 2,873 
injured. 


Time Share Resales 

always your best option 

Mariott Ocean Club 


1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

$17000 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$20000 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

$27000 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 

$17500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$20000 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

$22000 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

$30000 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$36000 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 

1 Br wk 12 Room 332C Pool Ocean View 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 342 Pool/ocean view 

$8500 

1 Br wk 14 Room 340 C pool/ocean view 

$8500 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 


1 Br wk 11 Room 805 Ocean View 

$7000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 1101 Ocean View 

$9000 

2Br wk 13/14 Room 306 Pool Ocean View $13000 each. 

Divi Links 


1 Br wk 12 Room 2115 Ground floor Pool View 

$8000 

1 Br wk 11 room 2104 Pool/View 

$9000 

Occidental Resort 


1 Br Deluxe wk 2/17 Ocean View 

$15000 

2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 

3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$50000 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 


2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 

$23000 

1 Br wk 13 Room 344 Ocean View 

$15000 

Dutch Village 


Studio wk 11 Room 118 Pool/View 

$4000 

Studio wk 13 Room 119 Pool/View 

$4000 

Paradise Beach Village 


wk 13 Room 324 Pool/ocean 

$8500 

Amsterdam Manor 


2Br wk 1/52 whole year room 213 

$550000 

Renaissance Siutes 


1 Br 11 Room 2507 Pool /Ocean View 

$10000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 2327 Pool/Ocean view 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2137 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

La Qiunta Beach Resort 


1 Br wk 11 room 111 Pool/Ocean View 

$7000 

1 Br wk 14 Room 103 pool/ocean View 

$7000 

Tiera Del sol 


House 2Bedroom 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full Airco 

Water Heather 

$531000 

Many more weeks for 

sale 

call:731-2012 or 562-0712 

Or e-mail me at 


johnnypaesch@yahoo 

•com 


FOR SALE: great deals & fabulous prices! 

Sellers have agreed to huge reductions! 



Best value in Tierra del Sol! Exclusive golf 
course community. Expanded prime Mesa 
Vista 3 BDR 2 story villa, Private pool. Huge 
upper Master suite w/fab. balcony! Dream 
home! Expansion possibilities! Drastically 
reduced to $695,000 for quick sale. 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com — www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other nronerties for sale. All our listinas are carefullu selected 


Doctor on duty 



ORANJESTAD 


DIA 2 APRIL 

Dr. Van Ool 

j DIA 3 APRIL 

v Dr. Mungra 

Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Maria N.V. TEL. 585-8145 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Aloe N.V Tel: 584-4606 


Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 



Oranjestad 


Ambulance 

Police 


582-1234 

582-4000 


San Nicolas 

Ambulance 584-5050 

Police station 584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 584-1606 

Valero Security 584-1720 

Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


Cruise Ship 

2 April Island Princess 

3 April Aurora r . ..n._ P 

4 April Statedam —3 

4 April Ocean Dream 

4 April Westerdam 

Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 
American AirlinesTel: 582-2700 


Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 


Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 


Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 
Foundation Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 
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Flotsam from Japan’s tsunami to hit U.S. West Coast 



Oceanographer Curt Ebbesmeyer displays debris~a survey 
marker, child’s toy and Nike shoe—he’s picked up from ocean 
beaches, Wednesday, March 30, 2011, in Seattle. 


By PHUONG LE 
Associated Press 
SEATTLE - John Anderson 
has discovered just about ev¬ 
erything during the 30 years 
he’s combed Washington 
state’s beaches — glass fish¬ 
ing floats, hockey gloves, bot¬ 
tled messages, even hundreds 
of mismatched pairs of Nike 
sneakers that washed up bar¬ 
nacled but otherwise unworn. 
The biggest haul may come in 


Associated Press 
one to three years when, sci¬ 
entists say, wind and ocean 
currents eventually will push 
some of the massive debris 
from Japan’s tsunami and 
earthquake onto the shores of 
the U.S. West Coast. 

“I’m fascinated to see what 
actually makes it over here, 
compared to what might sink 
or biodegrade out there,” said 
Anderson, 57, a plumber and 
avid beachcomber who lives 


Beautiful Latin Girls 


One ( Ha/i/u/lading 

V s * Beautiful Latina Girls 

We do men, Women & 
Couples 24 hours straigth 
7 days a week. 

onehappyendingaruba.com 

Anil. 5612598 
Udll. 5617819 



PURE & SENSUAL 


MASSAGE FANTASY 


LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHIP WHILE IN ARUBA 


• Service 24 hours 

• Special Massage Fantasy 
■ Out call & in call service 

• Private Sailing Trips 


• Beautiful Girls 

• Serving Men, Women, Couples 

• Bachelor Parties for Men & Women 

• And much more 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 

CALL: 561-5515 

Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com 
pimp69daddy@live.com 


CALL 

ANYTIME 


in the coastal town of Forks, 
Wash. 

The floating debris will likely 
be carried by currents off of 
Japan toward Washington, 
Oregon and California before 
turning toward Hawaii and 
back again toward Asia, cir¬ 
culating in what is known as 
the North Pacific gyre, said 
Curt Ebbesmeyer, a Seattle 
oceanographer who has spent 
decades tracking flotsam. 
Ebbesmeyer, who has traced 
Nike sneakers, plastic bath 
toys and hockey gloves ac¬ 
cidentally spilled from Asia 
cargo ships, is now tracking 
the massive debris field mov¬ 
ing across the Pacific Ocean 
from Japan. He relies heavily 
on a network of thousands of 
beachcombers such as Ander¬ 
son to report the location and 
details of their finds. 

“If you put a major city 
through a trash grinder and 
sprinkle it on the water, that’s 
what you’re dealing with,” he 
said. As to whether any of the 
debris might be radioactive 
from the devastation at Japa¬ 
nese nuclear power plants, 
James Hevezi, chair of the 
American College of Radiol¬ 
ogy Commission on Medical 
Physics, said there could be. 
“But it would be very low 
risk,” Hevezi said. “The 
amount that would be on the 
stuff by the time it reached the 
West Coast would be mini¬ 
mal.” 

Only a small portion of that 


debris will wash ashore, and 
how fast it gets there and 
where it lands depends on 
buoyancy, material and other 
factors. Fishing vessels or 
items that poke out of the 
water and are more likely in¬ 
fluenced by wind may show 
up in a year, while items like 
lumber pieces, survey stakes 
and household items may take 
two to three years, he said. 

If the items aren’t blown 
ashore by winds or get caught 
up in another oceanic gyre, 
they’ll continue to drift in the 
North Pacific loop and com¬ 
plete the circle in about six 
years, Ebbesmeyer said. 

“The material that is actually 
blown in will be a fraction” 
of the tsunami debris, said 
Curt Peterson, a coastal 
oceanographer and professor 
of in the geology department 
at Portland State University in 
Oregon. “Some will break up 
in transit. A lot of it will miss 
our coast. Some will split up 
and head up to Gulf of Alaska 
and (British Columbia).” 

“All this debris will find a 
way to reach the West coast 
or stop in the Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch,” a swirling 
mass of concentrated marine 
litter in the Pacific Ocean, said 
Luca Centurioni, a researcher 
at Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, UC San Diego. 
“The dispersion is pretty 
large, so it’s not like a straight 
shot from Tokyo to San 
Francisco,” said Centurioni, 


mm mm 


MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICES 



565-9535 


SERVING MEN • WOMEN • COUPLE 
24 HOURS SERVICE 

DELIVERY & PICK-UP 

pleasureinaruba@hotmail.com 


the principal investigator for 
the Global Drifter Program 
funded by NOAA. The 
program deploys about 900 
satellite-tracked drifting 
buoys each year throughout 
the world to collect sea 
surface temperature and other 
data. 

Much of the debris will 
be plastic, which doesn’t 
completely break down. That 
raises concerns about marine 
pollution and the potential 
harm to marine life. But the 
amount of tsunami debris, 
while massive, still pales in 
comparison to the litter that 
is dumped into oceans on a 
regular basis, Ebbesmeyer 
said. 

Ebbesmeyer and retired 
NOAA researcher Jim 
Ingraham are using a 
computer program to plot the 
path of debris from March 11 
tsunami to add to growing 
knowledge about ocean 
currents. The modeling relies 
on weather data collected by 
U.S. Navy, and the researchers 
are waiting for the monthly 
release of that data to make 
their first projections. 
Ingraham developed the 
program to figure out the 
effects of ocean currents on 
salmon migration, but the 
two also have been using it 
plot the path of a multitude of 
floating junk. 

Ebbesmeyer first became 
interested in flotsam when he 
heard reports ofbeachcombers 
finding hundreds of water- 
soaked shoes in Washington, 
Oregon and Alaska. An Asia 
cargo ship bound for the U.S. 
in 1990 had spilled thousands 
of Nike shoes into the middle 
of the North Pacific Ocean. 
He was able to trace serial 
numbers on shoes to the cargo 
ship, giving him the points 
where they began drifting 
in the ocean and where they 
landed. □ 
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The First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 


IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 




Yap Yum' 





arubaescorts@hotmail.coE 


Massage Service | 


UUe service Men, 
Women & Couples 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 

Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum 


24 Hours Straight Service • We Guarantee 

7 Days a Week ANYTIME • Quality, Service & Reliability 

Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yam Yum • Yap Yum « Yap Yum * Yap Yum 























m^imaarva _ ARUBA HOYIF.L, April 2, 2011 

Crudo rebasa fugazmente los 108 dolares 


ESTADOS UNIDOS (AP) 
- Los precios del petroleo al- 
canzaron el viemes su precio 
mas alto en 30 meses debido a 
los informes economicos pos- 
itivos que emitieron los may- 
ores consumidores del mundo, 
Estados Unidos y China, y que 
apuntan a un incremento en la 
demanda. 

Estados Unidos dijo que en 
marzo su economia abrio 
216.000 empleos nuevos y 
la tasa de desocupacion de¬ 
scends a 8,8%, su nivel mas 
bajo en dos anos. 

La creacion de empleos propi- 
cia un encarecimiento del 
petroleo porque implica un 
aumento del numero de traba- 
jadores que necesitara llenar 


COLOMBIA (AP) - Colom¬ 
bia envio el martes una flor 
a cada legislador estadoun- 
idense para solicitar la reno- 
vacion inmediata de las pref¬ 
erences arancelarias para 
paises andinos, que se venci- 
eron el 12 de febrero. 

En una carta que acompana 
cada flor, el embajador colom- 
biano Gabriel Silva sostiene 
que las “flores que los es- 
tadounidenses compraran du¬ 
rante la Pascua y el Dia de la 
Madre seran mas costosas este 
ano debido al vencimiento de 


los tanques de sus vehiculos 
a fin de transportarse y una 
mayor demanda de crudo y 
gasolina por parte de las em- 
presas. 

En China, el gobierno informo 
de un aumento de la demanda 
de vehiculos y maquinaria 
ante el fortalecimiento del 
sector manufacturero del pais. 
El crudo de referencia para 
entrega en mayo aumento 1,22 
dolares y se ubico en 107,94 
dolares el barril en la Bolsa 
Mercantil de Nueva York. El 
precio se habia elevado en un 
momento hasta 108,05 dolares 
el barril. El crudo no alcanza- 
ba estas cotizaciones altas 
desde septiembre de 2008. 


las preferencias APTDEA (por 
sus siglas en ingles)”. 

“Los precios no son mas altos 
solamente para los consumi¬ 
dores estadounidenses, tam- 
bien para los floristeros lo¬ 
cales, supermercados y vende- 
dores ambulantes en cada dis- 
trito electoral, cada ciudad y 
cada estado estadounidense”, 
agrego Silva segun un comu- 
nicado de prensa difundido 
por la embajada. 

Las flores son el principal 
renglon exportador a Estados 


En Londres, el crudo Brent 
avanzo 1,21 dolares y quedo 
en 118,41 dolares el barril en 
el mercado de futuros ICE. 

El fortalecimiento del dolar 
impidio un mayor incremento 
de los precios a principios de 
la jornada, pero la divisa se 
debilito para la tarde. Como el 
petroleo se negocia en dolares, 
un fortalecimiento de la mone- 
da estadounidense encarece el 
crudo a los inversionistas que 
tienen otras monedas. 

“Las cifras de empleo (en 
Estados Unidos) se vieron 
muy buenas”, dijo el analista 
y corredor Jim Ritterbush. 
“Despues todos miraron al 
dolar” y se preguntaron las 


Unidos de Colombia y Ecua¬ 
dor, los dos beneficiarios de 
APTDEA desde que Pern fir- 
mara un tratado de fibre com- 
ercio y Bolivia quedara exclu- 
ida por su deficiente cooper- 
acion antinarcoticos. 

Segun Silva, la industria floral 
genera 200.000 empleos di- 
rectos en Colombia y 220.000 
indirectos en Estados Unidos. 
Colombia alega que la ausen- 
cia de ATPDEA pone en ries- 
go la estrategia antinarcoticos 
que busca proveer altemativas 
economicas legales.Q 


repercusiones que tendria el 
comportamiento de esa mone- 
da en la demanda en China y 
en otros mercados emergen- 
tes. 

China es el segundo mayor 
consumidor de petroleo en el 
mundo despues de Estados 
Unidos. “Existe nerviosismo 
en el mercado”, expreso Rit- 
terbusch. Tambien persiste el 
nerviosismo entre numerosos 
inversionistas ante una po- 
sible interrupcion del sumin- 
istro del crudo a causa de la 
continua la crispacion politica 
y social en algunos paises ex- 
portadores del norte de Africa 
y el Medio Oriente. 

Los precios de la gasolina en 
Estados Unidos aumentaron 
el viemes mas de un centavo 
a un promedio nacional de 


3,619 dolares el galon (3,79 
litros) —96 centavos el litro_, 
de acuerdo con AAA, Wright 
Express y Oil Price Informa¬ 
tion Service. 

Los precios de la gasolina al- 
canzaron sus niveles mas altos 
de todos los tiempos para esta 
epoca del ano pues se encuen- 
tran 81,6 centavos arriba de lo 
que costaba el galon hace un 
ano. 

En otras cotizaciones del Ny- 
mex, el cmdo para calefac- 
cion aumento 3,27 centavos y 
quedo en 3,1452 el galon, y la 
gasolina avanzo 4,36 centavos 
y se ubico en 3,1513 el galon. 
El gas natural retrocedio 
2,7 centavos y se ubico en 
4,362 dolares los 1.000 pies 
cubicos. □ 


Nicaragua nombra a D’Escutu 
embajador altemo en 0NU 


NICARAGUA (AP) - El gobierno de Nica¬ 
ragua nombro el viemes embajador altemo 
ante la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas 
(ONU) al asesor presidencial en asuntos ex- 
teriores, Miguel D’Escoto Brockman. 

El portal oficial del gobierno sandinista de 
Daniel Ortega, El 19, divulgo un comunica- 
do de la presidencia que senalo que D’Escoto 
“continuara impulsando su propuesta de 
transformacion del Sistema de Naciones 
Unidas, para sumar voluntades y compromi- 
sos alrededor de una organizacion realmente 
multilateral”. 

El diplomatico nicaraguense, quien habia 
sido designado para representar a Libia en la 


ONU tuvo obstaculos respecto a su estatus y 
no pudo realizar esa labor. 

La nota no especifica si bajo su nuevo esta¬ 
tus representara ademas a Libia en el organ- 
ismo internacional. 

El gobierno de Nicaragua anuncio a prin¬ 
cipios de la semana, que antes de renunciar 
el miercoles, el canciller libio envio una car¬ 
ta al secretario general Ban Ki-moon en la 
que designo a al nicaraguense como enviado 
del gobierno de Gadafi a la ONU. 

D’Escoto, ex sacerdote que fue el primer 
canciller de Nicaragua tras la victoria de 
la revolucion sandinista en 1979, aplazo el 
jueves sin explicaciones una conferencia que 
supuestamente daria en la ONU.Q 


Colombia pide renovacidn con 
flores a legisladores EEUU 


Presidente Hugo Chavez no 
pudo viajar a Colombia 



COLOMBIA - El mandatario venezolano, Hugo Chavez no 
pudo viajar ayer a la ciudad colombiana de Cartagena, donde 
tenia programada una reunion cumbre con su colega colombi- 
ano, Juan Manuel Santos. El avion del presidente Chavez pre- 
sento problemas tecnicos en la ciudad de Cochabamba, Bolivia. 
La reunion entre Chavez y Santos fue pospuesta hasta el 9 de 
abril proximo. En esta foto, el presidente Hugo Chavez aparece 
vestido con el tradicional traje de los indigenas Quechua, du¬ 
rante una ceremonia de bienvenida en Cochabamba, Bolivia, el 
jueves 31 de marzo, 2011. (AP Photo/Juan KaritaQ 
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